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Khomenu was shown on ttlevfckHi here, a Dutch Foreign Ministry 

West German television last week, t 

for at kasttwo decades. That broadcast fed to the exputeioato tvroWest 
German diplomats from Iran, as well as the dosing of the Goethe 
Oiltural Institute m Tehran. The Dutch broadcastings tation Vara had 
planned to broadest the item on Monday night as part of a 
doamMtary on the West German-lranian diplomatre row. Bat after an 
"ff"C^ented appeal by Dutch Foreign Minister Hans van den Broek 
whose telephone call to the station was broadcast live, the programing 
was shown without the Carrell dip. 
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Afghan talks to focus on pullout 

GENEVA (R) — Efforts to agree a timetable for the withdrawal of 
1.15,000 Soviet troops from Afghanistan will dominate a new round of 
United Nations peace talks between Afghanistan and Pakistan starting 
today. Afghan Foreign Minister Abdul Wakil told a news conference in 
Moscow last week that he would bring specific proposals on a 
withdrawal timetable to Geneva. “As you know a timetable for the 
return of the limited contingent of Soviet troops has already been agreed 
between the Soviet Union and Afghanistan,'' he said. Mr. Wakil said 
Kabul had “specific proposals" concerning Soviet withdrawal — the 
only issue left to be resolved in a four-point U.N. peace plan. The 
United States doubts the Soviet Union is ready to reach an agreement 
on troop withdrawal from Afghanistan acceptable to the other parties, a 
senior U.S. official said. "Maybe if is intellectually dear in Moscow that 
they have to get out, that the cost to them in terms of Third World, 
particularly Muslim world, reaction is too high to continue." Assistant 
Secretiy of Stale Richard Murphy told a State Department conference. 
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Regent sends good 
wishes to Kuwait 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
on Tuesday sent a cable of good 
wishes to the emir of Kuwait, 
Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 
Sabah, on bis country's National 
Day (see page 3). In the cable 
Prince Hassan wished the emir 
continued health and further 
progress and prosperity for his 
country. 

Israel jails Arab for 
life 

TEL AVIV (AP) — An Israeli 
* military tribunal Tuesday sent- 
enced a Pales tinian to life in 
prison for an alleged role in the 
bombing of a Jerusalem bus 
which lolled six passengers and 
wounded 50. Hasam Mahmad 
Assila, 25, of SQwan village, 
admitted in court to being a 
member of Fateh. He pleaded 
guilty to being involved in the 
planning of the attack which took 
place on Dec. 6, 1983, but said he 
did not take part in carrying it 
out. 

India denies 
Israeli contacts 

NEW DELHI (AP) — India on 
Tuesday denied reports that 
there were secret contacts with 
Israel over a possible joint attack 
on a Pakistani nuclear reactor. 
Gopalaswami Parthasarathy, 
spokesman for the Foreign Minis- 
< try, termed the reports ‘totally 
false and baseless." The Jeru- 
salem Post said last weekend that 
Israel' approached India three 
times to propose a joint attack on 
the nuclear reactor at Kahuta 
outside Islamabad. The newspap- 
er said India rejected all three 
offers. * 

Rogers to retire from 
NATO 

BRUSSELS (AP) — U.S. 
General Bernard W. Rogers, 
NATO's supreme allied comman- 
der in Europe, will leave his post 
at the end of June, the NATO 
alliance announced Tuesday. It 
gave no reason for Gen. Roger's 
departure but a spokeswoman for 
the four-star U.S. general said he 
was retiring. In a brief statement, 
NATO said it had agreed “to a 
request from (U.S.) President 
(Ronald) Reagan to release Gen. 
Rogers from his responsibilities 
as supreme allied commander, 
Europe with effect from the end 
of June, 1987.” 

PNC to meet in 
March, WAFA says 

TUNIS (AP) — : The Palestine 
National Council (PNC) is to 
meet in March in a new effort to 
reconcile rival Palestinian fac- 
tions, the PLO news agency 
WAJFA reported Tuesday. The 
report said Algerian President 
Chadh Benjedid received a high- 
level PLO delegation in Algiers 
on Monday and gave his approval 
to host the proposed meeting. 

Bonn identifies 
hostage middleman 

BONN (AP) — The Bonn gov- 
ernment identified a Lebanese 
man living in West Germany 
Tuesday as a “contact person” 
with the kidnappers of two West 
Germans in Beirut. The man, 
Rashid Mahroum, was proposed 
by the kidnappers of Rudolf 
Cordes and Alfred Schmidt as a 
middleman in their dealings with 
Bonn, chief government spokes- 
man Friedhelm Ost said in a 
statement. 
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Jordan praises EC move and 
pledges to intensify peace effort 

Egypt and PLO welcome European support for int’l 
conference* U.S. cites ‘price of admission’ for Moscow 


Peres’ visit to Cairo could 
break up Israel government 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer with agency dispatches 

JORDAN on Tuesday welcomed an endorse- 
ment by the European Community (EC) of 
the Arab call for an international conference 
on the Middle East under U.N. auspices and 
said it was a constructive step towards 
convening the proposed meeting. 


Egypt and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) also 
welcomed die decision .by the 
12-nation community on Monday 
to endorse the proposal. 

Israeli leaders were split on the 
issue (see story on right) and there 
was no direct comment from 
Washington but a senior U.S. 
official cited certain conditions 
what he described as the. “price 
for admission'' of the Soviet Un- 
ion into efforts for peace in the 
Middle East. 

Foreign Minister Taher A1 
Masri, who returned to Amman 
on Tuesday after a visit to Brus- 
sels where the EC foreign minis- 
ters announced their endorse- 
ment of the conference idea on 
Monday, said the European 
move crowned Jordan's en- 


deavours to enlist support far its 
call for an international confer- 
ence on the Middle East with the 
participation of the five perma- 
nent members of the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council and all parties in- 
volved in the Arab-Israeli conflict 
including the PLO. 

The foreign minister, who held 
extensive talks with his EC coun- 
terparts in Brussels before Moo- 
day’s community meeting, noted 
that the U.S. and Israel were the 
only parties opposed to the idea 
of an international conference. 

Mr. Masri praised Belgian 
Foreign Minister Leo Hndemans, 
current president of the EC 
Council of Ministers, for his 
efforts to bring about the EC 
approval of the proposal and cal- 
led for intense Arab and interna- 


tional efforts towards t~_ ening 
the peace forum as soon as possi- 
ble. Jordan, be said, will continue 
its efforts at all levels alongwith 
all other interested parties to- 
wards this end. 

The foreign minister noted that 
the EC move was of high political 
significance since the community 
enjoyed considerable internation- 
al political and economic influ- 
ence and was considered as the 
closest ally of the United States. 

The Egyptian welcome of the 
EC move came in remarks made 
by Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul 
Meguid to reporters in Cairo. 
“Egypt finds the European Com- 
munity statement to be a positive, 
constructive step,” he said. 
“Egypt invites other international 
parties and all directly concerned 
parties to intensity efforts for 
1987 to be the year of negotia- 
tions for peace.” 

This obvious call for Israeli 
action came one day before 
Israeli Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres was due to arrive in Cairo 
for a two-day visit which Israeli 
and Egyptian officials described 
as aimed at reviewing prospects 
to advance efforts for peace in the 


/rians consolidate presence in 
Beirut amid militia evacuation 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Syrian 
troops shot and killed three gun- 
men in west Beirut on Tuesday, 
the third day of a Syrian military 
operation aimed at disarming 
feuding militias. 

Police said the three gunmen, 
the first fatalities since some 
7,000 Syrian troops entered 
Beirut on Sunday, failed to obey 
a Syrian patrol’s orders to stop in 
the seaside Raooche district, a 
longtime Druze stronghold. 

“When the gunmen ran away, 
Syrian soldiers chased them, kil- 
led all three and resumed a search 
for armed men in the neighbour- 
hood,” a police spokesman 
quoted by AP said. 

The bodies were left lying on a 
barren diffside overlooking the 
Mediterranean until a Leba- 
nese Red Cross ambulance 
drove up to remove them, witnes- 
ses said. 

Police declined to identify the 
victims, who all appeared to be 
aged in die early 20s. But several 
witnesses told AP they were for- 
mer members of Walid Junblatt’s 
Progressive Socialist Party (PSP). 

The spokesman said that 
dozens of men were arrested by 
the Syrians in other parts of the 
rity that were controlled by PSP 


Assad and 
Velayati 
discuss 
Lebanon 

DAMASCUS (AP) — President 
Hafez A1 Assad and visiting Ira- 
nian Foreign Minister Ah Akbar 
Velayati on Tuesday discussed 
Syria’s weekead deployment of 
forces in west Beirut to quell a 
bloody power struggle between 
leftist and Shi’ite Muslim militias. 

Mr. Velayati, Iran’s Revolu- 
tionary Guards Minister Mohsen 
Rafiq-Doust and Foreign Minis- 
try Director Mohammad Hussein 
Lavasani flew in Monday. 

The meeting at Mr. Assad's 
presidential palace was attended 
by Mr. Veiayati's companions 
and Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk AJ Sharaa. 

Mr. Velayati and Mr. Sharaa 
held a meeting earlier in the day, 
the official Syrian Arab News 
Agency said. 

The agency did not elaborate 
on the topics discussed at either 
meeting. But diplomatic sources, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said the talks centred, on the 
Syrian military intervention. 

Syria is Iran’s main Arab ally in 
Gulf war with Iraq. But the two 
governments have differed in 
stands on Lebanon. 


and ShTite Amal militias. Three Murr Tower during the night and 
Syrians and three PSP men were headed south, apparently to 


wounded in a gunbattle Monday. 

Hie crackdown came as both 
die PSP and the Amal militia 
began evacuating west Beirut and 
Syrian peace-enforceis moved 


into the vacated strongholds, in- be shot 


Beirut’s southern Shi’ite suburbs. 

Syrian officials have warned 
gunmen that unless they with- 
draw from the streets and give up 
their weapons, the “outlaws" will 


eluding the city’s tallest sky- 
scraper. 


The As Safir newspaper said the 
Syrian troops had so far taken 


Soldiers brandishing Kalasb- over 50 militia offices, shot 12 
nikov rifles were seen leaping gunmen and arrested at least 10 
down from trucks and rushing others in their first major deploy- 
ing a PSP militia barracks in the ment in Beirut since 1976. 


Jal A1 Bahr district. 

As the Syrians extended their 
grip on the troubled capital, 
police told Reuters 11 bullet- 
riddled bodies were found after 
a spate of tit-for-tat killings 
among warring factions. 

At least 200 people were killed 


Syrians kill 20 

BEIRUT (R) — Syrian troops 
sweeping through the Basta dis- 
trict in west Beirut shot and killed 
at least 20 militiamen of the 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah (Party of 
God) group, militia sources said. 


occurred when Syrian soldiers 


leftists, including the PSPibefore 

Syria stepped in at the weekend t 

to restore order. Hizbollah fighters after gunmen 

A Inna PSP mnvnv mlM nut to* 0n diem as they were de- 


A long PSP convoy rolled out * T 

of the party’s main Jail A1 Bahr Pi oyuig nearby Pobce and secur- 
.a- riy sources in Beirut had no im- 

district at first fight, heading for °? 

fh* PQP cfronofcnM n thTehnnf P° rt WlUCfa teDSIOn ID the 


the PSP stronghold in the Shouf 
mountains southeast of Beirut. 

Truckloads of militiamen of 
Amal gunmen left the 40-storey 


area between the Syrian troops 
and Hizbollah militiamen in the 


Hizbollah leaves behind no 
traces at W. Beirut base 


BEIRUT (AP) — Pro-Iranian 
Shi’ites burned rubber tyres in 
their west Beirut headquarters on 
Tuesday in an apparent effort to 
mask traces of foreign hostages 
believed to have been held there, 
a Lebanese security official said. 

Militiamen of the militant Hiz- 
bollah (Party of God), were sche- 
duled to hand the building over 
later Tuesday to Syrian troops 
who moved into west Beirut Sun- 
day to end street battles between 
rival militias. 

The official, who declined to be 
named, said the Shi'ite extremists 
took “every single piece of paper 
and furniture, not to mention 
weapons and anununitnon" from 
the headquarters in the slum dis- 
trict of Basta. 

“They set fire to rubber tires in 
every room” of the three-storey 
old building, “blackening the 
walls, but not burning it,” the, 
official reported. 

“They obviously didn’t want to 
brun the budding, only use the 
soot from the burning tires to 
cover any traces left by the fore- 
ign hostages, such as fingerprints 
or writing on walls. Any attempt 
to remove the soot would erase 
whatever traces there are." 

The building, which once 
housed the Smuri Muslim Islamic 
court, is owned by the Waqf, or 
Sunni xefigious properties agency 


in Beirut, and burning it down 
would likely provoke serious reli- 
gious trouble. 

The Lebanese officer, reliable 
leftist sources and foreign diplo- 
mats believe that at least some of 
the 26 foreigners missing and 
believed kidnapped in Lebanon 
have been held at the Hizbollah 
headquarters in Basta at various 
times. 

Hizbollah militiamen, who owe 
allegiance to Iran’s revolutionary 
patriarch Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, captured 14 men of 
Syria’s crack special forces during 
the brief confrontation and held 
diem at the Basta headquarters 
for two days, police said. 

Walid Junblatt, whose Progres- 
sive Socialist Party (PSP) militia 
was responsible for Anglican 
church envoy and hostage nego- 
tiator Terry Waite’s security until 
he went missing Jan. 20, accused 
Hizbollah of holding the burly 
Briton. 

Asked whether bis forties will 
try to locate the foreign hostages 
and free them, Gen. Kenaan. 
grinned and said: ‘Tell me where 
they are." 

Brigadier General Ghazi Ke- 
naan, Syria's chief of military 
intelligence in Lebanon, said his 
men will deploy throughout west 
Beirut. 


Middle East. 

In Tunis, PLO spokesman 
Ahmad Abdul Rahman said the 
PLO welcomed the EC decision 
but called on the community to 
Cake practical steps and suggest a 
venue and procedure for the 
proposed conference. “We hope 
that European states will propose 
a mechanism for the international 
conference,” Abdul Rahman was 
quoted as saying by Reuter. 

Monday's EC statement was 
couched in general terms and did 
not specify who should take part. 
But the community’s 1980 Venice 
Declaration has already stated 
that Che PLO should participate 
in peace negotiations. 

“We appreciate the statement 
and support it,” said Abdul Rah- 
man. But he added: “We need a 
working declaration which should 
not go the same way as the 
Venice Declaration.” 

He stressed that the PLO 
should act equally with other 
participants in any international 
conference to try to solve the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

The EC move, which added the 

(Continued on page 3) 


PLO seeks 
urgent Arab 
meeting on 
‘camps war’ 

TUNIS (Agencies) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) has asked for an urgent 
meeting of Arab foreign ministers 
to discuss the “camps war” in 
Lebanon. 

• Hakam Balaoui, the PLO rep- 
resentative in Tunis, said late 
Monday that the request was 
made because food and medicine 
supplies were not allowed into 
the besieged Palestinian refugee 
camps in Beirut and the wounded 
could not be evacuated. 

Reuter, quoting Palestinian 
sources, reported from Beirut 
Monday night that the Shatfla 
camp, one of three main Palesti- 
nian camps in the Lebanese capit- 
al, was shelled after the Shi'ite 
Amal militia said it bad lifted its 
19-week siege of all Palestinian 
camps in Lebanon. Earlier, the 
news agency, quoting witnesses, 
said shooting from inside the 
camp stopped refugees from leav- 
ing the camp to buy food. 

The requested foreign minis- 
ters’ meeting would be a follow 
up to a gathering in Tunis in 
December which was suspended 
to leave time for a mediation 
committee to complete its mis- 
sion on the “camps war.” 

The PLO told Arab League 
Secretary-General Chadli Klibi it 
saw Syria's military intervention 
in Beirut as a potential threat to 
Palestinian camps. 

The Saudi Arabian govern- 
ment called on Monday for pro- 
tection of the camps against any 
assault and appealed for food and 
medicine to be allowed into the 
besieged shantytowns. 

The appeal, issued after a 
weekly cabinet session chaired by 
King Fahd, appeared to be 
directed at Syrian troops who 
entered west Beirut Sunday to 
end factional fighting. 

But no direct reference was 
made to the Syrians in the state- 
ments by. Information Minister 
Ali AJ Shaer to the Saudi Press 
Agency. 

He said the situation in Leba- 
non figured highly among “poli- 
tical and security issues" in the 
Arab World discussed by the 
cabinet. 

“The council affirmed the per- 
petual concern of Saudi Arabia 
over the security of the Palesti- 
nian camps and the protection of 
their inhabitants, the sons of toe 
Palestinian nation, from any 
aggression, while ensuring the 
continued supply of foodstuffs 
and medical supplies to the 
camps," Mr. Shaer said. 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres’ 
talks with Egyptian leaders on 
Wednesday on a Middle East 
peace conference are likely to 
force early Israeli elections, a 
senior Peres aide said Tuesday. 

Mr. Peres is due to meet Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak 
during a three-day Cairo visit, 
announced suddenly Monday 
night, to discuss conditions for an 
international peace conference 
which Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir vehemently opposes. 

“The Peres-Shamir tension on 
the issue has reached a virtually 
irreversible point," the Peres 
aide, a Labour Party and govern- 
ment official, told Reuters. 

“It is hard to see how things 
can calm down now. The most 
probable outcome is the breaking 


up of the cabinet and elections 
before the end of the year." 

The friction between Mr. Sha- 
mir and Mr. Peres, leaders of the 
two largest political blocs in 
Israel's coalition government 
heatd up after the conference 
idea was endorsed by the 12- 
nation European Community 
(EC) on Monday. 

Mr. Peres said an international 
conference and his trip to Egypt 
were means of giving momentum 
to a peace process that has been 
stagnant for more than ayear. 

“If we do not foster (the peace 
process) and do not work on its 
behalf, it will collapse. I view this 
(trip to Egypt) as an additional 
step in sustaining and furthering 
the peace process," he said in 
remarks aired by Israel Radio. 

Mr. Shamir dismissed the prop- 


Iraq reports continued 
Iranian shelling of Basra 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Ira- 
nian heavy artillery killed and 
wounded civilians on Tuesday 
when it shelled the southern Iraqi 
port city of Basra for the second 
straight day, an Iraqi military 
spokesman said. 

He said Iranian artillery also 
struck at the town of Zubair, 20 
kilometres southwest of Basra. 

Iraq on Monday accused the 
Iranians of bombarding Basra — 
in violation of conditions of the 
halt to air attacks against cities 
which Baghdad declared un- 
ilaterally last week.- 

Iran responded to the bombing 
halt by saying it would stop re- 
taliatory attacks on Iraqi popula- 
tion centres. 

The Baghdad spokesman did 
not say if Iraq would retaliate for 
the bombardment of Basra but 
left open the possibility that the 
air force would resume its attacks 
on Iran. 

The spokesman denied an Ira- 
nian claim that two Iraqi war- 
planes were shot down over the 
Gulf, saying that all aircraft, 
which had been attacking Iranian 
troop concentrations, returned 
safely to base. 

Iran claimed later, its forces 


shot down four Iraqi warplanes 
and broke through defences 
around Basra. 

Iraq said its navy attacked an 
offshore Iranian oilfield, setting it 
ablaze. 

The Iranian claim came amid 
day-long attacks by Iraqi fighter- 
bombers and helicopter guns hips 
against Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards battling east of Basra. 

Baghdad Radio, said Iraqi 
navy ships shelled the AI Now- 
rouz oilfield 53 kilometres south 
of Iran in the northern waters of 
the Gulf late Monday, delivering 
a “destructive blow. 

Baghdad military communi- 
ques said Iraqi pilots flew more 
than 150 combat missions, inflict- 
ing massive losses on Iranian 
bridgehead 10 kilometres east of 
Basra. 

Tehran's official Islamic Re- 
public News Agency said Iranian 
forces broke through Iraq’s 
heavily fortified defenses east of 
Basra Tuesday, killing or wound- 
ing 900 Iraqis. 

The Iraqi News Agency re- 
ported Iraq’s 3rd and 7th array 
corps beat back the thrusts with 
heavy artillery fire and air strikes. 


AIC denies Israeli charge 
and vows to continue work 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— An Israel i-Palestinian in- 
formation centre closed last week 
by Israeli authorities has denied 
allegations it was backed by a 
Palestinian commando group and 
vowed to continue providing 
news. 

Spokesmen for the Alternative 
Information Centre (AIC) told a 
press conference on Tuesday they 
feare^ ‘he closure of their offices 
woulu .'e used as a precedent to 
shut down Palestinian news orga- 
nisations in Jerusalem. 

“Cosing a Jewish office makes 
it easier to close Palestinian 
offices later,” said Lea Tsemel, 
the group’s lawyer. 

She said it was the first time 
Israeli authorities had used a sec- 


tion of a 1948 law against an 
information group. 

Arab shot dead 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, a 
Palestinian was shot dead on 
Monday by Israeli soldiers at a 
roadblock. According to the 
Israeli police version of the inci- 
dent, the man, whose identity 
was not disclosed, was shot dead 
after he tried to drive a “stolen 
car" through a roadblock at a 
checkpoint between the occupied 
Gaza Strip and Israel. 

In a West Bank village, Israeli 
troops boarded up the houses of 
two Palestinians accused of in- 
volvement in making four bombs 
planted in the Jerusalem and Tel 
Aviv areas in 1985 and 1986. 


Judge links Abdallah with attacks 


PARIS (R) — Guns, explosives, 
documents and other evidence 
link Lebanese guerrilla suspect 
Georges Ibrahim Abdallah with 
attacks on U.S. and Israeli diplo- 
mats, the senior judge of France’s 
special anti-terrorist court said 
Tuesday. 

Court President Maurice Col- 
omb gave a detailed account of 
the evidence at the start of the 
second day of Mr. Abdallah’s 
trial before a seven-member tri- 
bunal sitting without a jury. 

Mr. Abdallah was not present 
in the dock, having told the court 
on Monday be would boycott 
what be called a political tribunal 
imposed by the United States and 
its “lackeys.” 

Judge Cotomb, reading from the 
charge sheet, said a search of a 
Paris apartment rented by Mr. 
Abdallah had uncovered two sub- 
machine- guns, explosives and a 
Czechoslovak-made 7.65 calibre 
automatic pistol used to kill U.S. 
Military Attache Charles Ray and 
Israeli diplomat Yacov Bar- 
amentov in 1982. 

The 35-year-old Lebanese, be- 
lieved to have founded and led 
the Lebanese Armed Revolution- 


ary Factions (FARL), faces 
charges of complicity in both 
murders and in a failed attempt 
on the life of American Consul- 
General Robert Homme in 1984. 

The court also heard that 
police had found a map drawn by 
Mr. Abdallah of the area in the 
eastern French town of Stras- 
bourg where Mr. Homme was 
shot. 

Mr. Abdallah’s detention 
sparked a wave of bombings in 
Paris last September by a group 
demanding his release. Mr. 
Abdallah was arrested in Lyon 
and on July 10 was sentenced to 
four years in prison for possesrion 
of aims, explosives, false docu- 
ments and criminal association. 

Mr. Abdallah appeared in 
court on the opening day only to 
hear the charges against him, 
make a political speech and 
leave. 

Asked if he wished to make a 
statement, he rose towards a mic- 
rophone then, in modulated 
tones, recited a political discourse 
denouncing U.S. and Israeli poli- 
cies in Lebanon and the system of 
justice by which he was being 
tried. 


osal as a Soviet trick to get 
involved in the peace process and 
said the conference would setye 
only as a forum for attacking 
Israel. 

Speaking tc American Jew- 
ish leaders in New York, Mr. 
Shamir said Monday a conference 
“will not be a further step in the 
peace process; it will be a stage 
for propaganda, for extreme 
speeches." 

The international conference 
was expected to be a major topic 
on the agenda of Mr. Peres' talks 
Wednesday and Thursday with 
President Mubarak and Foreign 
Minister Esmat Abdul Meguid. 

In an interview with Israel 
Radio aired Tuesday, Mr. Shamir 
stressed that Mr. Peres was not 

(Continued on page 3} 


Regan 
expects 
to stay on 
for several 
more days 

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan's 
embattled Qhief of Staff Donald 
Regan has told presidential advi- 
sors he expects to remain in office 
for several more days, a govern- 
ment official said. 

However, sources close to First 
Lady Nancy Reagan predicted he 
would leave soon because she was 
determined he must go. 

“Regan indicated he and the 
president had briefly discussed 
the question (of reports of Mr. 
Regan’s departure) and that they 
had agreed that they would talk 
about it again after the Tower 
report,” said a White House offi- 
cial who attended a session with 
the two men. 

Mr. Regan, under fire for bis 
handling of the secret sale of U.S. 
arms to Iran, made the statement 
on Monday at a private meeting 
of a group of Reagan confidantes 
from in and outside the adminis- 
tration, the official said. 

It was called to discuss bow to 
respond to the findings of the 
board headed by former Senator 
John Tower. The presidential 
panel is scheduled to make its 
report public on Thursday, and 
the findings are expected to be 
highly critical of White House 
policymaking. 

During a chance encounter 
with some reporters in a White 
House corridor Monday morn- 
ing, Mr. Regan replied, "ain’t 
leaving right now," when asked if 
he would leave the administration 
in the near future. 

A top assistant to the gruff, 
68-year old former Wall Street 
executive responded with a bar- 
nyard epithet when asked about 
those reports. Another aide told 
Reuters there was “no change” in 
Mr. Regan's status. 

“I have no indication that he is 
leaving at all,” said White House 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater 
when he was asked if Mr. Regan 
would soon resign. 

At his daily news briefing, Fitz- 
water said Mr. Reagan bad not 
asked his top aide to quit but 
declined to comment on reports 
that Mr. Regan was no longer on 
speaking terms with the presi- 
dent’s wife. 

Amid a cloud of uncertainty 
over Regan's future, former 

(Continued on page 3) 

U.S. seeks mine bank data in 
probe into Iran deal, page 2 
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Israeli nuclear arms can ‘level all 


Mideast urban centres 



WASHINGTON (AP) — Israel may have acquired 
enough nuclear weaponry “to level every urban 
centre in the Middle East” with a population of over 
100,000, according to a study released Tuesday. 


The report also cautions that if 
rebel governments take power in 
either South Africa or Pakistan 
and gain control of existing nuc- 
lear technology, the result could 
be “one of the gravest dangers of 
the next decade.” 

The warnings are contained in 
the third annual report on global 
nuclear proliferation by the Car- 
negie Endowment for Interna- 
tional Peace. 

Written by a Carnegie Associ- 
ate, Leonard S. Spector, the re- 
port also discloses that the Shah 
of Iran, shortly before his ouster 
in 1979, initiated work on a nuc- 
lear weapons research program- 
me that presumably has been 
inherited by the government of 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. 

But Iran is still far short of a 
nuclear weapons capability, part- 
ly because the United States re- 
jected the Shah's request for 
enough research reactor fuel to 
build at least one bomb, the 
report says. A State Department 


official said he had no infonna- 
' don about that allegation. 

Mr. Specior, who has worked 
on nuclear issues for more than 
10 years, discusses the prolifera- 
tion question in apocalyptic 
terms. 

The study, titled Going Nuc- 
lear, says at the ontset, “tike the 
superpowers* nuclear arsenals, 
the continuing spread of nuclear 
weapons to additional nations 
poses incalculable risks to the 
world community.” 

Declaring that several coun- 
tries with nuclear potential are in 
the Middle East and South Asia, 
the report says the consequences 
of a nuclear conflict starting in 
either region are difficult to pre- 
dict because both Moscow and 
Washington have major intersts 
there. 

It says “extraordinary devasta- 
tion” could result even if a nuc- 
lear war were confined to a par- 
ticular region. 

If new estimates of Israel's 


nuclear might are accurate, the 
study says, it now has the 
weaponry “to level every urban 
centre in the Middle East with a 
population of over 100,000." 

That assessment is based, in 
part, on the disclosures of a for- 
mer nuclear technician, Mor- 
dechai Vannnu, who suggested 
that Israel's nuclear arsenal may 
number 100 to 200 weapons. 
Vammu is now on trial for mak- 
ing public secret information ab- 
out the Israeli programme. 

Israel’s long-standing position 
has been not to comment on its 
nuclear weapons capability. It has 
said, however, it will not be the 
first country to use such 
weaponry. 

The report says a dangerous sit- 
uation is being created in South 
Africa and Pakistan, both “nuc- 
lear threshold nations'* ex- 
periencing serious domestic un- 
rest. 

If the existing government in 
either country is ousted, “there is 
a growing ride that radical forces 
may gain control of nuclear 
weapons or the ability to manu- 
facture them — a possibility that 
may pose one of the gravest 
dangers of the next decade,” Mr. 
Spector writes. 


The study says South Africa is 
thought to have possessed a nuc- 
lear-weapons capability since 
1960 or 1981 but has refrained 
from carrying out a nuclear tea to 
avoid damaging relations with the 
West. 

“With these ties under increas-* 
ing stress, the added diplomatic 
costs of a test — which would give 
a major boost to white morale 
and demonstrate resolve against 
external pressures for racial 
change — may now seem accept- 
able to the Botha government,” 

On Pakistan, the study shares 
the view of the administration of 
President Ronald Reagan that 
the Pakistani government may 
now be in a position to manufac- 
ture all necessary components for 
nudear arms. 

“A consensus appears to have 
emerged that Pakistan is at the 
nudear weapons threshold: It 
either possesses all of the compo- 
nents needed to manufacture one 
or several atom bombs of else 
remains just short of this goal 
because its uranium enrichment 
plant at Kahota has not yet pro- 
duced a sufficient quantity of 
nuclear-wea pons-usable highly 
enriched uranium," the report 
says. 


U.S. panel discusses Egyptian aid, 
probes reported plan to attack Libya 


WASHINGTON (A?) — 

Opposition Democratic congress- 
men eager to praise the State 
Department for blocking a' sug- 
gested U.S.-Egyptian invasion of 
Libya in 1985 found the depart- 
ment modestly declining know- 
ledge of such an affair. 

“The question is, did the de- 
partment act to try to head off 
such a plan?" Congressman Lee 
H. Hamilton demanded of Ros- 
coe Suddarth. deputy assistant 
secretary of state for the Near 
East .and South Asia. 

“Tell the secretary of state I'd 
like to know ... If you took 
extraordinary steps. I want to 
commend you for it. I want you 
to get a little credit for it ...” said 
Mr.. Hamilton, the chairman of 
the House of Representatives' 
Foreign Affairs Subromraittee on 
Europe and the Middle East. 

The reported invasion plan 
“was a bare-brained (crazy) idea 
.... to the extent you folks 
opposed it I'm all for you,” Mr. 
Hamilton said at a Monday ses- 
sion of the subcommittee. 

“I’m appalled that such a plan 
would be considered so seriously 
that it would be necessary for the 
State Department to bring back 
the ambassador from Egypt to 
oppose it ...” said Mr. Hamilton. 

He quoted extensively from a 
srory in the Feb. 20 Washington 
Post. That article said Ambassa- 
dor Nicholas A. Veliotes was 
summoned home from Egypt in 
the summer of 1985 to help 
Secretary of State George Shultz 
resist a White House-CIA plan 
for U.S. air-supported Egyptian 
troops to occupy half of Libya 


and force Col. Muamtnar Qadha- 
fi from power. 

Mr. Suddarth replied to ques- 
tioning by Mr. Hamilton and 
fellow Democrat Mel Levine, by 
dting a White House statement 
that there had been no presiden- 
tial directive for such an opera- 
tion. He added he personally was 
“not cognisant” of any. 

“Where do we go if you folks 
who apparently were the major 
actors here don't tell us?” Mr. 
Hamilton asked. ‘Tm just 
amazed you can't give us some 
information.” 

Mr. Suddarth told Mr. Hamil- 
ton he would inform the depart- 
ment of his interest. He said it 
had been “a long snowy 
weekend” since the news report 
appeared and added, in response 
to Mr. Levine, that the depart- 
ment might be able to say more in 
a closed session. 

Hie exchange came at a hear- 
ing on the proposed $2.3-billion 
U.S. economic and military aid 
package for Egypt for fiscal 1988. 

Discussing the $1.3 billion in 
military aid. Deputy Assistant 
Defence Secretary Robert H. 
Pelletreau said Libya’s threat to 
Egypt is “a significant one.” 

He said the Libyans have 
“clear equipment advantages in 
several important categories” in- 
cluding air craft, artillery, naval 
equipment and tanks. 

Since the United States dis- 
placed the Soviet Union as 
Egypt's main military supply 
source 15 years ago, Egyptian 
military forces are becoming 
more capable and acquiring bet- 
ter equipment but at the same 


time growing smaller in size be- 
cause of the high cost of mod- 
ernisation, Mr. Pelletreau said. 

“hi some areas, progress is 
very good, in others, just start- 
ing,” he said. 

The current package covers 
startup costs for a planned squad- 
ron for Egypt of 20 F-16 jets, 
E-2C aircraft. Ml 13 armoured 
personnel carriers and Chaparral 
air defence systems, he said. The 
Egyptians may keep the F-4 
planes at one time slated for 
resale to Turkey, he said. 

Mr. Pelletreau described plans 
for Egyptian-U.S. co-production 
of the M-l tank as “a feasible 
objective over gradually a long 
period of time, not really in the 
near term.” 

An American short-term .fiscal 
.relief offer to let Egypt to. defer 
part .of the interest on UJ5 ...milit- 
ary loans “remains on the table,” 
Mr. Suddarth said. He said the 
Egyptian government has voiced 
reservations because of the large 
“balloon” payment that would 
come due at the end of 30 years. 

U.S.-Egyptian relations are 
good even though Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak has criti- 
cised American arms sales to Iran 
as costing the United States credi- 
bility in the Middle East, Mr. 
Suddarth said. Nevertheless, con- 
tacts with Mr. Mubarak’s govern- 
ment remain close and Cairo is 
making “veiy forceful efforts in- 
the economic reform area.” 

Mr. Hamilton criticised earm- 
narking of $180 million in the aid 
package for U.S. surplus farm 
products, a reduction of $5 mil- 
lion from the current level. 


Farouqi 

murder 

suspect 

arraigned 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — The 
suspect in the murders of Islamic 
scholar Isma'il Farouqi and his 
wife Lois has been arraigned and 
is expected to come up for trial in 
the next two months, according 
to the police official in charge of 
the investigation. 

Police Lieutenant Robert C. 
Krauser of the Philadelphia sub- 
urb of Cheltenham Township said 
Chat the suspect — 40-year-old 
Joseph L. Young who is also 
known by his Muslim name of 
Yusuf , Ali — was arraigned .be-, 
fore a .district. judgq..Feb..20,.and 
ordered to' be held without bail at 
the Montgomery County prison. 

The charges against Young in- 
cluded murder, manslaughter, 
assault and burglary. The district 
judge, Loretta Leader, “upheld 
all charges except that of rob- 
bery” according to the police 
lieutenant. Although no date was 
set for the trial, Krauser said be 
believes it will take place “in a 
couple of months.” 

Young confessed to the police 
after his arrest Jan. 16 at the 
Philadelphia Industrial Correc- 
tional Centre, where he had been 
in custody since Oct. 26 on a 
charge of shooting and wounding 
his former wife. His fingerprints 
matched the bloody prints found 
in the Farouqi’s home on the 
morning of the murders. May 27, 
according to authorities. 


U.S. seeks 
more bank 
data in 
Iran probe 


BERNE (R) — The United 
States has asked Switzerland to 
lift banking secrecy concerning 21 
companies and individuals in a 
widening of its inquiry into arms 
sales to Iran, the Swiss Justice 
Minis try said Tuesday. 

A. ministry statement said 
Switzerland had accepted two 
supplements to the December re- 
quest for legal assistance but said 
the new petitions would cause a 
delay in any response until the 
end of March while appeals were 
reviewed. 

Ministry spokesman Joerg 
Kistier told -Reuters .that in con- 
trast to the earlier requests, the 
United States had not asked 
Switzerland to freeze the 
accounts involved, only that in- 
formation be made available. 

The United States is looking 
into charges that top Reagan 
administration officials sold 
weapons to Iran and, against the 
will of Congress, diverted the 
proceeds through Swiss Bank 
accounts to finance right-wing 
“contra” rebels fighting the gov- 
ernment of Nicaragua. 

Mr. Kistier said the investiga- 
tion now involved U.S., Cana- 
dian and Swiss citizens as well as 
two weD-known arms dealers, 
one a Saudi national, the other 
an Iranian. 

Swiss, officials have said 
Lieutenant-Colonel Oliver North, 
who was fired from the U.S. 
National Security Council in 
November, and Saudi arms deal- 
er Adrian Khashoggi are among 
those whose bank records were 
sought. 


France, 

Spain and 
W. Germany 
reportedly 
sold arms 


to Iran 

WASHINGTON (R) — Several 
West European countries have 
sold arms to Iran, a U.S. televi- 
sion has said. 

ABC News said Iran, which 
has been fighting Iraq for six 
years, spent up to $5 billion a 
year on arms and sent daily lists 
of weapons orders to its air force 
logistics support centre in 
London. 

The network said 105mm and 
208mm cannon shells made by 
Luchaire S.A. in France had been 
shipped to Iran since 1983. . 

It said one shipment left Cher- 
bourg on Sept. 25, 1985, on the 
freighter Trauten bells with the 
listed destination of Pakistan. But 
at the Canary Islands the destina- 
tion was changed to Iran. 

The network said other papers 
showed 12 shipments of explo- 
sives and arms left Spain for Iran 
in 1986. 


Portugal refuses to allow 
Iran arms ship to dock 


j.4 



j' 


BONN (Agencies) — Portuguese to West German ships, even if 
authorities have refused to allow they are safling for third parties. 


a West German ship to return 
there after Bonn ordered the 
vessel not to take its weapons 
cargo to ban. West German gov- 
ernment officials said. 

Portuguese, officials at die har- 
bour of Setubol refused to let the 
MS Gretl unload its cargo there' 
this week, one informed West 
German official said. 

“There are now contacts being 
established to bring the ship into 
another Mediterranean port, 
perhaps in Spain,” the official 
told AP on condition of anony- 
mity. 

“I understand the ship only has 
enough fuel for the next two or' 
three days,” he said. 

Bonn’s Transport Ministry 
ordered the Danish-chartered 
ship to tins around earlier Hik 
month after the West German 
Transport Union disclosed the 
MS Gretl had left Setubal on Feb. 
6 with a load of ammunition and 
was headed for Iran. 

West German law bans expor t s 
of arms and ammunitions to 
countries at war. The ban extends 


In addition, West German law 
requires a permit for export of 
arms to non-NATO countries. 

The ship’s cargo is artillery 
grenades, the West German offi- 
cial said. He did not know the 
amount on board. 

He said he did not know why 
the Portuguese had refused to 
allow the ship to return there. He 
said (he intident occurred on “late 
Sunday or early Monday.” 

Hamburg prosecutors have 
opened an investigation against 
the West German owner of the 
ship, Juergen Stahmer of the 
north west German town of Jork. 

Mr. Stahmer acknowledged 
last week that the ship had been 
carrying an illegal load of 
weapons, and said he too had told 
the vessel to nun around and 
head for Gibraltar pending in- 
structions on where and how to 
dump die aims. 

The Bonn official said that 
under West German law the ship 
owners are still liable to prosecu- 
tion, no matter what they do with 
the cargo now. 


Demjanjuk defence doubts 
credibility of witness 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The defence 
in the trial of John Demjanjuk 
on Tuesday hammered away at 
the memory of a death camp 
survivor who has identified the 
retired U.S. autoworker as the 
sadistic guard “Ivan the terrible.” 

Attorney Mark O’Connor of 
Buffalo, N.Y., asked witness Pin- 
chas Epstein repeatedly for mi- 
nute ^details about the physical 
appearance of the guards at the 
Treblinka Camp and the location 
of pits where bodies of victims 
were hurled. 

Some 850,000 people were re- 
ported killed at tire camp in Po- 
land. “I know bow hard it is to 
remember after nearly half a cen- 
tury,” Mr. O'Connor said. 

In his testimony Monday, Ep- 
stein, a survivor of the Treblinka 
Camp, pointed at Demjanjuk, 


identifying him as the guard 
“Ivan the terrible.'* “This is the 
man, the man sitting over there,” 
he shouted. 


The Ukrainian-born Demjan- 
juk, 66, says he is a victim of 
mistaken identity and was himself 
a prisoner of war during World 
War II. Mr. O’Connor contends 
the real Ivan was killed during a 
prisoner uprising in August 1943. 


hit rebels 
inside Iraq 


Pointing to a layout of Treb- 
linka displayed in the courtroom, 
Mr. O'Connor asked Epstein 
where the vic tims removed their 
clothes before going to the gas 
chambers. 


“I really don't remember the 
camp very well to die extent I can 
locate it on this map,” Epstein 
said. 


Soviet doctor’s Saudi visit seen 
as diplomatic harbinger 


RIYADH (AP) ,-rr.A visit by, a 
famous, .Soviet eye surgeon was 
seen in- Riyadh on Monday as a' 
sign that Saudi Arabia and the 
Soviet Union may be moving 
•closer to establishing more formal 
links. 

Dr. S. Fyodorov, director of 
Moscow’s eye research institute 
and pioneer of myopia and astig- 
matism surgery, is in Riyadh at 
the invitation of the Saudi Society 
for Eye Diseases to discuss his 
experiments in collective myopia 
surgery. 

A number of Arab an Western 
diplomats said they viewed the 
visit as an attempt by Moscow to 
bridge the gap between the Soviet 
Union and the kingdom. 

They also took the visit as an 
indication of Saudi Arabia’s wil- 
lingness to cultivate non-official 
ties with •communist bloc. 

“I’m sure the people who 
granted the visa see the visit as 


having political overtones, 
however vague (hey might be,” 
•said one diplomat at the political 
section of a major Western 
embassy. 

“We’ve noted that earlier this 
year the Saudi s let the ( commun- 
ist) Chinese participate in a trade 
exposition,'' said the diplomat; 
who declined to be identified; ■ 
A U.S. diplomat, who also 
wished to remain anonymous, 
showed observing it dosely,” he 
said. 

“Let’s just say that we're aware 
of the situation and are observing 
rt dosely he said. 1 
Officially, Saudi Arabia spurns 
communism as atheistic and 
shuns formal ties with die Soviet 
Union. 


King Fahd recently said that 
the question of opening diploma- 
tic relations with Moscow was 
premature. 


ANKARA (R) — Newspaper 
speculated Tuesday that Turkey 
might laun ch a reprisal raid into 
Iraq as weeping relatives buried 
their dead from a massacre be- 
lieved to be carried oat by Kur- 
dish guerrillas at a southeast era 
village. 

The daily Milfiyet said the in- 
surgents were believed to have 
fied- across the border, just five 
kilometres from the village of 
Tasdelen, after attacking three 
homes with maclrineguns and gre- 
nades, tilling 14 people. 

It said a nrilitaiy operation in 
Iraqi territory was possible mid 
another daily quoted an official as 
saying that the issue was discus- 
sed at a meeting of top govern- 
ment and military officials called 
by President Kenan Evren on 
Monday. ' 

The official said a flexible 
accord with Baghdad permitted 
Turkish operations into Iraqi 
territory in pursuit of guerrillas. 

“Since the incident happened 
five kilometres inside the border, 
the alternative of an operation 
was also discussed ana it' was 
decided to take a decision accord- 
ing to information to be received 
from the area," he was quoted as 
saying. 

Turkey sent security forces 
deep into Iraq in 1984 in search of 
Kurdish rebels and in August last 
year the air force staged a bomb- 
ing raid across the border on what 
.it said were guerrilla camps. 

Television pictures Monday 
night showed wailing relatives in 
Tasdelen gathered around the 
bodies of the dead, which were 
strapped to stretchers and wrap- 
ped in traditional red blankets. 




Turkish court 
hears tape in 
Ammarin case 


ANKARA (R) — A military 
court trying a man accused of 
spying for Syria on Tuesday 
heard him say he acted against 
Turkish interests in a videotape 
which his defence says was 
obtained after torture. 

The statement of Adnan Musa 
Sule iman Ammarin, a translator 
at the Jordanian embassy* was 
made last year to a television ■ 
camera and was watched oh video 
in die courtroom. 

“I would like to make a sincere 
confession. I regret my deeds 
against the Turkish nation,” he 
said, adding that he wanted to 
take advantage of a “repentance 
law” allowing a defendant's sent- 
ence to be reduced if he makes a 
full confession. 

But his defence lawyers told 
the court that Amm arm's admis- 
sion — he has not pleaded in the 
case — was obtained after he was 
tortured. They submitted a 
medical report from a military 
hospital which they said con- 
firmed torture. 

Ammarin and Ali Kent, a Turk 
of Iranian, origin, are charged 
with gathering information for 
Syria about military facilities and 
the location of U.S. installations 
in Turkey. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


• An exhibition entitled “Bczdikian" 
at the French Cultural Centre (until 
Feb. 25). 


* An exhibition of sports j-l-olographs 
by Soviet photographer Igor Otluu 
from TASS news agency at Yarmouk 
University in Irbid (until Feb. 26). 


• An art exhibition by Mohammad 
Police and Munira At Tunisia at the 
Housing Bank Centre Gallery. 


" An exhibition of plastic aits narking 
the University of Jordan's silver jubilee 
at the university (until March 4). 


Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 

? |uities of Jordan. Jabal A1 Qal'a 
Citadel HtO). Opening hours: 9.00 
aan.-5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jonlm National G aller y : Contains a 
collection of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
19th Century orientalist artists. Munia- 
zah. Jabal Luweibdeh. Opening hours: 
10.00 aan. - 1.30 p.m. and 3.00 p.m.- 
6.00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 
630128. 

Martyrs* Memorial (Military 
Museum); Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City, Amman. 
Opening boors 9.00 a.m.-I.OO p.m. 
Closed Saturdays. Tei. 664240. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian information department at" 
the Queen ABa International Airport 
Tei. {08) 53200-5. where it should 
always be verified. 


LECTURE 


* By Dr. Mohammad Ajlo (from Istan- 
bul University) on “the importance of 
Arabic language in the Oltaman era" 
at 12:00 noon at the Faculty of Art at 
the University of Jordn. 
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Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 6M371 

American Centre Library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 6371 1 1 

Univ. of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


“Children's Heritage and Science 
Museum." Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, plus a small planetarium. Open 
all week 9d» a.m - 1:00 p.m. and 3:30 
p.m. • 6:00 p.m. Closed on Friday. 
Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th to Ifch 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.0U a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 651760. 


St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Annunciation (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Td. 661757. 
Terrasauta Church (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Luweibdeh. muss in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5:30 
p.m. TcL 622366 

Church of the An nu n ciati on (Greek 
Orthodox; Abdali. Tel. 623541. 
Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Tel. 678906. 
Armenian Cathode Church Ashrafieh, 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Asbra- 

5cb. Td. 77 5261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh. Tel. 771751. 

Amman I n t er n ational Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Sbraeisani, Td. 
677534. 

Evangelical Lutheran Chmdi Jabal 
Amman, 6lh Circle, (Rev. N. Smir), 
Td. 811295- 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terrnlnnl 1) 

•WW Aqaba (RJ) 

0020 ?. Qiiro (RJ) 

09i30 Damascus (RJ) 

ItM _ Kuwait (RJ) 

10*0 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ1 

17:20 Cairo (RJl 

17:45 — . New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

lfc05 ....UuitagelH, Chicago, Vienna (RJ) 

If 135 Loudon, Geneva I RJ) 

1*45 Bangkok (RJ) 

1*-1£ Madrid, Belgrade (RJ) 

91:90 - Baghdad (7U) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

Bfc28 Frankfurt Oil) 

OfcOf Cairo. London (BA) 

08*5 Damascus, Tripoli (PK) 

10:15 Damas cus. Rome ( AZi 

10J® Damascus (TY) 

1*20 - Cairo (MS) 

12s45 Larnaca, Zurich (SR; 

14.-90 Doha. Muscat (GF) 

15*1 Kuwait (KU) 

15:45 Kuwait (LN) 

16M0 Medina, Jeddah (SV) 

1*30 Baghdad (IA) 

2fc39 Sana’a (IY) 

23J9 Rio de Janeiro (LA) 

OfcOS Karachi (PK) 


EMERGENCIES 


GENERAL 


Amman gpveraoraie 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198. 199 

Gv2 Defence Irbid .... 271293,273131 

Ova Defence Quwessmefa 770733 

Gvfl Defence Deir ABa 57306 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Amman downtown ffie brigade 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192,621111,637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic poEce 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport (08)53330/60 


Jordan Television 77311/19 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hotel oompiaints 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Repair service 11 


NIGHT DUTY 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


HOSPITALS 


PRAYER TIMES 


94:47 


06:06 

(Sunrise) Duha 

11:49 


15.82 


17:31 


18d>0 



OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

07:45 Karachi (PK) 

09J0 Sana’a (IY) 

IMS Cairo (MS) 

12JB Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

13*5 Kuwait (KU) 

14.-45 Tripoli (LN) 

15:10 Jeddah. Medina (SV) 

17:45 Athens. Damascus (OA) 

18:15 Baghdad (IA) 

■8J0 Paris, Damascus (AF) 

I9J9 Damascus (IY) 

22J0 Baghdad (IA) 

33*5 Tripoli, Damascus (PK) 


Tuesday rates 

Local seB/boy rates in fib 

Belgian franc 89/ 89.9 

Dutch guilder — 163 J/ 164.9 

French franc 55.4 1 56 

Italian lira 26/ 26.2 

Japanese yen (for 100) 220.7/ 222-9 

Swedish crown 52.1/ 52.7 

Swiss franc 218.1/ ‘220.8 

U.K. steriiiig pound 521.1/ 5283 

U.S. dollar 339S 3422 

W. German mark 1843/ 1863 


WEATHER 




DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 

(Terminal 1) 

5*45 Aqaba (RJ) 

rt^O Vienna. New York (RJ) 

li« London (RJ) 

I5--30 Cairo (RJ) 

’2fc3Q Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

20:45 Abu Dhabi, Dubai ( RJ) 

20:45 Kuwait. Dhahran (RJ) 

Baghdad (RJ) 

21:00 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:15 Cairo (RJ) 


II wffl be relatively cold, with the 
appearance of medium and Mo* 

aouds. Winds will be southwesterly 
moderate, in Aqaba, winds wjj] be 
northerly moderate and calm sea. 


Am man 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley .... 


MmAna. temp. 

- 4 / 14 

— 11/25 

4/16 

- 9/24 


Yesterday’s high temperatures; Am- 
man 21 , Aqaba 3L Humidity rearStus: 
An «*n 29 per cent. Aqaba 17 per 
omit. r 


Hussein Medial Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J.Amn... 644281/6 
AJrileh Maternity, J. Amn._. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shnuasani 664171/4 

Shxneisani Hospital ............... 669131 

Unhreiaty Hospital 545645 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdafi 666127/37 

ALAhh. Abdali 664164/6 

Ifiliin fil Mnhijrrrn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh -,775111/26 

Army, Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Antal Hospital 674155 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Lababdeh 896560 

Dr. Tayseer Khadcr 606857 

Saiam Pharmacy 636730 

Neiroukh Pharmacy 723672 

Sabeb pharmacy 668056 

TAXIS: 

Neel taxi 644438 

Talaliajd ” 640031 

Fatal tan.* 627051 

**soiaiaxi 636358 

IRBID: 

Dr. Jamal Tajar 246017 

aoara a pharmacy 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mufeed Damra 9&S5Z2 


MARKET PRICES 


Upper/hwer price in Gb per Kg. 

Apple (AD kinds)™ — 310 / 270 

Banana 320/270 

Banana (Mukammar) 270 / 220 

5*** 400 / 350 

Broad beans 110/ go 

g“*n»! - 80/ 50 

Cabbage 50/ sq 

ObmAMO. 130/100 

CanotfreOow) 100/ go 

Cauliflower fimflow) 120/ 80 

CsuEflower (white) 60/30 

......550 / 500 

Cucumbers 110/ go 

„ „ - 110/ 80 

OTtlaige) 130/100 


- 600/500 

Grapefnw 130/ 100 

tfnion ; 100/ 70 

120/ 80 

(8»M) 160/128 

Orange (Abu Surra) 280 / 220 

Orange (Sftamjnottti) 260/180 

- 240/300 

Pepper (hot).. 400 / 300 

(*«et) 230/ 200 

- 1 ^ 0/150 

55*5*"“ SO/-® 

“““P — -.I.... 80/ 50 


ip**' 


V *\ .. 
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Vienna joins express delivery service; 
'post offices to forward CSC applications 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

: AMMAN — Jordan’s 24-hoar 
piaii delivery, service will have a 
new connection -to Vienna, 
operational as of March 1, Mr. 
Mansonr Ibn Tarif, under secret- 
ary at the Communications 
Ministry, announced on Tuesday. 
In an interview at the ministry’s 
new JD 2.5 million premises near, 
jhe Eighth .Circle, Mr. Ibn Tarif 
^Jaid that negotiations on the ex- 
^ press mail link between Jordan 
and Austria were concluded re- 
cently; 

The ministry's express mail ser- 
vice, launched last July, covers 19 
Arab and foreign destinations. 
The Amman- Vienna Hnlc will be 
the services’ 20th destination. 

Outlining the major factors 
governing ■ the fast mail service 
between Jordan and other coun- 
tries, Mr. Ibn Tarif said they 
■ were: the volume of mail, pro- 
tocol agreements and other coun- 
tries’-- response to the ministry's 
requests. 

The Ministry of Communica- 
tions also announced that as of 
March 7 a total of 24 post offices 
throughout the Kingdom will 
start forwarding applications for 


employment to the Civil Service 
Commission (CSC), according to 
an agreement signed here on 
Tuesday. 

Under the agreement, signed 
by Mr. Ibn Tarif and CSC Erec- 
tor General Ibr ahim Izzeddi&e, 
applications for employment will 
be available at certain post offices 
in Jordan to be filled out by 
candidates and sent to the CSC 
for processing. 

The 24 post offices handling 
the new service are located in 
Amman downtown, Jabal 
Lnweibdeb. Marqa, Bayader - 
Wadi Seer, Irbid. Zarqa, Salt, 
Aqaba, Ajloun, South Shimeh, 
Mafraq, Deir Abi Said, Jabal 
A mm a n , Ashrafieb, Jabal A1 
Hussein, A1 Muhajereen, Karak, 
Ma’an, Taffleh, Jerash, Madaba, 
North Shuneh, Ramtha and 
Sweileh. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said the service was oriented 
towards making life easier for 
applicants who would no longer 
have to come 'in person to the 
CSC headquarters. The decision, 
Petra said, came in response to 
previous Cabinet recommenda- 
tions. 

Post office employees are re- 
sponsible for ensuring that the 
applicant’s needed documents are? 


all available. They axe also en- 
trusted with scaling the envelop 
and providing the applicants with 
a receipt. The receipt is to be 
used as an official document in 
case the applicants need to call at 
the CSC for any future inquiry. 

Under the agreement, rates for 
processing the applications will 
not differ from the fees paid to 
send any regular correspondence 
via registered mail. The central 
post office in tire downtown area 
will be responsible for handing all 
applications it receives to the 
CSC on daily basis. 

During the si gning ceremony 
held at the Communications 
Ministry, both Mr. Izzeddine and 
Mr. Ibn Tarif urged all post office 
employees to cooperate with all 
job applicants. 

Post offices in Jordan now 
handle applications for registra- 
tion at the Kingdom’s three uni- 
versities, civil registration docu- 
ments, renewing vehicle licences, 
handling official mail, and certify- 
ing university and school docu- 
ments. 

According to the postal service 
law, the ministry has the right to 
offer services on behalf any public 
or private institution, provided it 
is instructed to do so by a Cabinet 
order. 


Committee completes study on 
amendment to investment law 


‘I- %. .. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The financial 
committee of the Upper House of 
Parliarfient has completed its 
study on an amendment to the 
law on 'encouraging investment 
and the findings are expected to 
be refereed to the House for en- 
dorsement.. 

The amendment calls for the 
formation of a committee of 13 
members, headed by the minister 
of industry and trade, to meet at 
least once a month and take 
decisions pertaining to exempting 
businesses from paying customs 
duty or-gart of the customs duty 
on materials imported into the 
country. The exemptions will 
only be granted if the materials 
,are to ’be employed in carrying 
out economic projects. The com- 
mittee will also be in charge of 
granting other necessary facili- 
ties. 

The committee is to be en- 
trusted with referring recom- 
mendations on these projects to 
the'gqvermnent for obtaining ex- i 
emotions and wflrhdrvisi' on mea ~ J 


sures to be taken for creating a 
suitable investment donate in the 
Kingdom. It will also consider 
other measures that should be 
taken for encouraging investors. 

Projects are considered as eco- 
nomic if they are carried out in 
the fields of industry and mining, 
agriculture and animal husbandry 
and education. 

The amendment, which com- 
prises nine points, introduces an 
article which provides for ex- 
empting businesses from paying 
income tax on net profits 
accruing from agricultural, 
animal husbandry projects and 
fisheries if these are carried out in 
line with the 1986-1990 five year 
development plan. It also ex- 
empts from duty all imported 
furniture and instruments for use 
at hotels and hospitals. 

The committee's session was 
attended by Dr. Sami Judeh, 
minister of state for parfiamen- 
: taiy- -affairs, and senior, officials ' 
from the Ministry oflndustry and : 

'iy — , »«**a 


New order requires farmers to 
obtain greenhouse licences 


AMMAN (Petra) — Fanners 
wishing to set up greenhouses for 
growing crops should obtain a 
licence from the Ministry of Agri- 
culture if the area of land on 
which the project is to be carried 
out is larger than 250 square 
metres, according to instructions 
issued on Tuesday by Minister of 
Agriculture Marwan Hmoud. 

The new regulations also stated 
that owners of greenhouses can 
not move them to other areas of 
land, let them to other farmers or 
sell them without prior approval 


from the Ministry of Agriculture. 
All those cultivating land under 
plastic sheets or in greenhouses 
should be implementing the agri- 
cultural pattern system set by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, the in- 
structions said. . 

Those violating these instruc- 
tions will be fined JD 25 to JD 50 
for each dunum or part of a 
dunum of land, the order said. 
The minister said that farmers 
can obtain licences for plasticul- 
ture from departments of agricul- 
ture in their regions. 


JCFC director 
returns from 
visits to 
Sudan, Egypt 

AMMAN (Petra) — Dr. Khal- 
doun A1 Thaher, director general 
of the Jordan Cement Factories 
Company (JCFC) returned to 
Amman on Tuesday from visits to 
Sudan and Egypt where be heljl 
talks with officials and importers 
of cement on the prospect of 
buying or increasing the amount 
of cement they purchase from 
Jordan. 

During his week-long trip. Dr. 
Thaher discussed supplying 
Jordanian cement to Sudan and 
also offering Jordanian expertise 
to Sudanese personnel employed 
in the cement industry. 

While in Egypt, Dr. Thaher 
met minister of Housing Hasabal- 
lah A1 Kafrawi and Mr. Kamal A1 
Hilali, the chairman of the board 
of the Nasr Company for Imports 
antfExpodS which responsible 
for unpiem^tmg "a ,;; J6rdSnian- 
Egyptiari tfade* agrtAtfrenft!' The 
JCFC director also met Dr. Yasri 
Mustafa, the Egyptian minister of 
economy and foreign trade. 

The talks resulted in Egypt 
agreeing to increase its imports to 
Jordanian cement to one million 
tonnes annually, up from 750,000 
tonnes. 

A vessel with 28,000 tonnes of 
Jordanian cement left Aqaba for 
Egypt on Sunday. It was the 
fourth to transport Jordanian ce- 
ment to Egypt since the signing of 
an agreement late last year. A 
spokesman for the Port Corpora- 
tion said that a fifth vessel was 
being loaded with cement also 
bound for Egypt in accordance- 
with the agreement 


Jordan hails EC endorsement 


• NO? 


1 > 


(Continued from page 1) 

community’s weight to interna- 
tional efforts towards finding a 
lasting solution to the Palestinian 
problem, implicitly accepted that 
the Soviet Union, which had so 
far been left out of U.S.-led 
peace efforts, would play a major 
role. 

And as if lo underline the 
Soviet involvement, Mr. TTnde- 
mans disclosed on Monday at a 
press conference after the Brus- 
sels meeting that he had received 
a message from the Soviet gov- 
ernment outlining its own support 
for the conference idea. Mr. 
Tindemans said it was the first 
direct contact between Moscow 
an the EC over an international 
political issue. Italian Foreign 
Minister . Guilio Andreotti said 
the letter had come from Sovier 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev..* 

Mr. Tindemans said he' was 
advising the Soviet government 
through the Soviet embassy to 
Belgium of the EC decision. 

British Foreign Secretary Sir 
Geoffrey Howe told reporters af- 
ter the meeting that % EC not 

drawn up a blueprint for resolv- 
ing the Middle East's problems, 
which could only be tackled by 
the peoples of the region them- 
selves. 

Mr. Howe and Mr. Tindemans 
would not be drawn on whether 
the EC was trying to replace the 
U.S. as a prime mover in the 
Middle East. ButMr. Tindemans 
said last month that the loss of 
U.S.-credibiiity in the region fol- 
lowing the disclosure of secret 
arms deals between Washington 
and Tehran necessitated, a review 
of the EC's previously passive 
attitude to peace moves in the 
region. 

In Washington, Assistant 
Secretary of State Richard Mur- 
phy said Monday resumption of 
Sovier-Isracii diplomatic relations 
and eased emigration regulations 


for Soviet Jews we re. “the price of 
admission’.’ Washington wanted 
to charge Moscow to take part in 
an international conference on 
the Middle East. 

“If they move, they could 
change the whole equation. The 
Soviet.Umon has in its hands the 
ability to change things rather 
qhickly, - " Mr. Murphy told a 
State Department press confer- 
ence. 

But Mr. Murphy, the depart- 
ment’s senior Middle East expert, 
said: 

“We haven’t seen any real evi- 
dence of Soviet willingness to 


play a constructive role in the 
political process of bringing 
peace. 

“One evidence of that would 
be restoring diplomatic relations 
with Israel. Another would be 
allowing the emigration of Soviet 
Jewry,” he said. 

Arab League Secretary-Gener- 
al ChadH KHbi told a meeting of 
the Arab-German society that the 
Arab* League was happy with the 
Brussels declaration of the EC 
and it was now the common task 
of Arab and European countries 
to transform intentions into 
reality. 


Peres’ Cairo visit sparks row 


(Continued from page 1) 
empowered by the coalition gov- 
ernment to commit Israel to 
attend such a conference. 

Mr. Shamir was also quoted by 
the dally Jerusalem Post as saying 
“It could be” when asked if 
the conference issue could force a 
breakup of the coalition between 
his right-wing Likud bloc and Mr. 
Peres' Labour Party. \ 

In remarks broadcast on Israel 
Radio, Mr. Peres expressed sur- 
prise at Mr. Shamir’s strong state- 
ments to the conference which he 
endorsed as prime minster be- 
fore turning over the post to Mr. 
Shamir last October. 

“If someone thinks these 
(negotiations) could bring about 
the collapse of tbe government, 
he should have said so in the 
beginning,” Mr. Peres said on the 
radio. 

A Shamir aide said that despite 
Mr- Peres’s efforts, the Egyptians 
and other partners realised that 
as long as the Israeli government 
did not collectively approve a 
conference, there would be no 
conference. 

Foreign ministry officials de- 
clined to disenss details of Mr. 
Peres’s planned talks in Egypt but 
said there were still disagree- 


ments over Soviet and Palesti- 
nian participation, and the dura- 
tion of a conference. 

A foreign ministry official, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said that 10 points of agree- 
ment about an international con- 
ference bad crystalisd. 

Tbe official said there was 
agreement that the conference 
would not impose a settlement or 
veto a gr eements made in bilateral 
talks between Israel and indi- 
vidual Arab states. 

The official said it was also 
agr eed that decisions on who 
would represent the Palestinians, 
which nations would attend and 
how the conference would be run 
would all be made in advance. 

The official said three issues 
remained outstanffing and would 
likely to be tackled in the Cairo 
talks. They were: the conditions 
for Soviet participation, the form 
of Palestinian representation and 
the question of whether the con- 
ference will convene again after 
an opening session to launch 
negotiations. 

He reiterated that tbe Soviet 
Union and China would have to 
establish diplomatic relations be- 
fore Israel would agree to their 
paxtidation. 


Work permits for non- Arabs 
to cost JD 150 as of today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — AD non-Arab 
workers employed in Jordan wiU 
have to pay JD 150 each for their 
work permits as of today Feb. 25, 
1987, a cc ordin g to an order issued 
by Minister of Labour and Social 
Development K haled A1 Hid 


The order exempted nurses and 
workers employed in agric u lture 
from paying the new fee. Tbe new 
system scraps the previous cate- 
gories for non-Arab workers who 
paid JD 50, 100 or 150 depending 
on their job classification. 

According to Dr. Saleh Kha- 
sawneh, under secretory of the 
Ministry of Labour, the order also 
covers all domestic s e rv a nts. / 
Dr. Khasawneh told tbe Jordan 


Times that the order does not 
affect tbe fees paid by non-Jorda- 
nian Arab workers who win con- 
tinue to pay between JD 10 and 
JD 30 for their work permits. 
Only Arab workers employed in 
agriculture are paying JD 10 for 
the permits, he noted. 

Tbe Ministry of Labour’s em- 
ployment offices around tbe King- 
dom issne work permits to Arab 
and, foreign workers for jobs 
which cannot be filled by Jorda- 
nians, according to Dr. Mansonr 
Utoum, the director of labour at 
the Ministry of Labour. Tbe pre- 
sent number of non- Jordanian 
workers in tbe Kingdom stands at 
97,000, according to ministry It 
gpres. 


Jordanian products go on 
display at fair in Oman 


MUSCAT (Petra) — The Jorda- 
nian industrial fair was opened in 
Muscat on Tuesday by Omani 
Munster of Industry and Trade 
Salem Ai Ghazaii who welcomed 
the organisation of the foil which, 
he said, is bound to bolster inter- 
Arab trade and economic coop- 
eration. The minister said that 
the products ou display were of a 
high quality and could replace 
foreign products in Arab mar- 
kets. 


More than 65 Jordanian 
businesses and companies are 
participating in the fair which is 
selling products directly to die 
O mani public and merchants. 
The Ministry of Industry and 
Tfade organised the fair in coop- 
eration with the Tourism Author- 
ity which is also displaying 
documentaries and posters 
featuring Jordanian tourist attrac- 
tions and organising folklore per- 
formances during the 10-day fair. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Colder, wet weather forecast for today 


AMMAN (Petra) — A deep depression centred south west of 
Turkey is gradually approaching Jordan and the Arab region, 
accompanied by a cold polar front. Dr. Ali Abanda, director 
general of the Meteorological Department announced on Tues- 
day. He said that the depression is expected to affect Jordan after 
.midnight bringing heavy rains and a strong wind. The rains will fall 
mainly in the western and the northern regions of the country as of 
Wednesday morning, gradually spreading to other parts of the 
Kingdom, Dr. Abanda continued. He said that there will be a 
noticeable drop in temperature and that the wind will be westerly 
to southwesterly. 


Envoy to Malta presents credentials 

TUNIS (Petra) — Jordan's non-resident ambassador to Malta, 
Mr. TaJal Sata’an AJ Hassan, has presented his credentials to 
Malta’s president and conveyed to him greetings from His Majesty 
King Hussein. Mr. A1 Hassan, who is Jordan’s Ambassador to 
Tunisia, also paid tribute to Jordanian-Maltese relations and 
conveyed wishes for Malta's prosperity.' Tbe Maltese president 
J^ked.Mr, . AI JHaSsan, tp ponvey his meetings ancLbest wishes to 
’King Hussein. . . ... r .. 

N. Yemeni electricity delegation arrives yl 


AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation from the electricity authority in 
North Yemen arrived in Amman Tuesday for a visit and talks with 
Jordanian officials on promoting cooperation in energy and 
electricity. The delegation members will be holding meetings with 
officials and specialists at the Jordan-EJectndty Authority 
(JEA) to discuss the possibility of supplying North Yemen with 
Jordanian expertise, especially in computers used to control the 
generation and distribution of electric power. 


Department issues study on t/ 
wind to generate electricity 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe depart- 
ment of renewable energy at the 
Ministry of Energy and Mineral 
Resources has issued a study on the 
prospect of exploiting wind pow- 
er as a source to generate electric- 
ity in Jordan. 

The study explains that energy 
could be obtained from the use of 
wind fans in a number of regions 
in the Kingdom and it calculates 
the amount of electricity which 
could be produced and toe cost> 


The Ministry of Energy has 
already started implementing a 
project to generate electricity 
from wind in cooperation with 
toe Jordn Electricity Authority 
(JEA) and Danish consultancy 
firm. 

Eletridty generated in this 
manner is to be used in remote 
regions where it is difficult to 
extend power lines and in rural' 
regions to pomp water from 
'underground. 


Regan expects to stay on 


(Contained from page 1) 

Nevada Senator Paul Laxalt, who 
is one of tbe president’s closest 
friends, 'made an unscheduled 
visit to toe White House on 
Monday. 

Mr. Laxalt, who has been men- 
tioned as a possible successor to 
Mr. Regan, told reporters he hd 
come for a strategy meeting on 
bow to handle tbe Tower Com- 
mission report. 

Mr. FItzwater predicted that 
recent news stories which have 
purportedly revealed toe content 
of that report would be shown to 
be “fiction” when ’the report is 
released. 

Major newspapers have re- 
ported that the National Security 
Council (NSC) staff, which hatch- 
ed the secret Iran operation, also 
inspired several other far- 
reaching foreign policy initiatives. 

“There have been a lot of 
stories that have maintained that 
they know what in tbe report, 
maintained one conclusion or 
another, and I think tot you'll see 
a tot of them are fiction,” Ktzwa- 
ter said. 

But he told reporters that no- 
one in toe White House had seen 
toe report or received a first-hand 
briefing on it. 

FItzwater also declined com- 
ment on a report that a former 
secretary was told investigators 
she helped Oliver North alter and 
destroy large numbers of White 
House documents dealing with 
toe Iran scandal. 


Mr. Reagan sacked Lieute- 
nant-Colonel North, a national 
security aide, last Nov. 25 for his 
alleged role in the Iran affair. 
Col. North’s boss. Vice A dmir al 
John Poindexter, resigned as Mr. 
Reagan's national security advis- 
er the same day. 

The New York Tunes reported 
Tuesday that President Reagan 
could not remember whether he 
gave prior approval for the arms 
sales. 

It quoted an unidentified admi- 
nistration source as saying this, 
and lack of documentation, had 
led to confusion over the issue. 

Former National Security 
Adviser Robert McFariane has 
testified that Mr. Reagan 
approved the sales in advance, 
but Mr. Regan has said the 
president approved die sales only 
after they had began. 

The Times quoted an unidenti- r 
fied senior administration official 
who is familiar with the presi- 
dent’s testimony to tbe Tower 
Commission as saying Mr. 
Reagan's confusion on this point 
was responsible for the conflict- 
ing accounts he gave toe commis- 
sion. 

The official asserted that Mr. 
Reagan's lack of dear recollec- 
tion and tbe lack of documenta- 
tion of what actually took place at 
toe time of toe shipment by Israel 
in August 1985 would make it 
impossible for the panel to reach 
anything other than a subjective 
judgement. 


Palestine question is focus of 
Jordan’s policy, Regent tells 
staff and students at Yarmouk 


IRBID (Petra) — The Palestine question remains the 
‘focal point in Jordanian policy and Jordan is doing 
all it can to help the Palestinians and their just cause. 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, said on Tuesday. 

Addressing a meeting at Yar- 
mouk University, Prince Hassan 
said that Jordan is exerting all 
possible efforts to maintain toe 
Arab identity in toe Israeli-held 
Arab territory, and is supporting 
the steadfastness of the Arab 
population in the face of Israel's 
plans which are designed to evict 
Arab dozens and Judaise Arab 
Land in Palestine. 

Prince Hassan said that the lead- 
ership and government of Jordan 
are constantly undertaking en- 
deavours to serve the nation and 
the Jordanian citizens. 

Prince Hassan told his audi- 
ence, which included toe uni- 
versity president, deans of va- 
rious faculties, staff and students 
of different departments, that the 



university should aim at provid- 
ing information and should at toe 
same time encourage open and 


free dialogue and foster mutual 
respect among teachers and stu- 
dents. 

“We have to respect one 
another, regardless of the differ- 
ences in views and the divergent 
ideas that we might have, and we 
ought to be candid, open and 
constructive so that all elements 
of division and backwardness can 
be avoided,” Prince Hassan said. 

The Crown Prince expressed 
hope that the university will orga- 
nise more dialogues and gather- 
ings which could further promote 
development. 

The value of individuals could 
be enhanced if they offer their 
work to their countrymen and if 
they show a sense of belonging to 
tbe nation, the Regent added. 

He called on students at toe 
Faculty of Journalism and the 
communications department to 
focus their attention on toe sub- 
ject they are studying and on 
ideas throughout their work and 
study. 


Bar 

association 

planning 

training 

institute 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordanian 
Bar Association (JBA) is making 
preparations for establishing a 
special institute to offer training 
to newly-graduated lawyers, 
according to JBA President Hus- 
sein MujalH. He said that the 
institute is designed to improve 
toe skill and efficiency of lawyers 
by offering them two-year train- 
ing courses. 

Mr. Mujalli said that the insti- 
tute will not replace toe training 
period which each lawyer has to 
spend at lawyers 'offices in 
accordance with Jordanian law 
and JBA regulations. But, he 
said, toe institute would offer 
further- training to raise the stan- 
dards of lawyers in Jordan and to 
jjrovide them with more informa- 
l/l ion about their work. The 
lawyers under training will be 
bearing lectures during the two- 
year period after obtaining their 
B.A. degrees from law schools. 


ALTF recommends formation of 
Arab-int’l land transport company 


AMMAN (Petra) — The general 
assembly of the Arab Land 
Transport Federation (ALTF) is 
seeking to establish an Arab- 
international land transport com- 
pany and will submit a memoran- 
dum to the Arab Ministers of 
Transport Council to issue a deci- 
sion for its formation, according 
to Mr. Abdullah Dumour, 
ALTFs secretary general. 

He said that toe derision was 
taken in Sana'a during toe assem- 
bly’s sessions there last week. 
The ALTF also recommended 
that a seminar be held in Bagh- 


dad to discuss toe importance of 
land transport in war and peace 
time and discussed organising 
training programmes for Arab 
personnel on the economics of 
land transport. 

According to Mr. Dumour, toe 
assembly also recommended that 
the ALTF hold contacts with toe 
Arab industrial engineering fed- 
eration on the subject of estab- 
lishing industries to manufacture 
spare parts for land transport 
vehicles. The assembly also dis- 
cussed a general budget and work 
plan for the current year. 


Designs underway for new 
Ministry of Health complex 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Designs are 
being prepared for a new head- 
quarters to house tbe Health 
Ministry on a plot of land near 
tbe Sports City. A spokesman for 
the ministry said that toe project, 
expected to cost JD 3 million, will 
set up on 8,000 square metres, 
adding that work will start -in the 
coming two months. The new 
complex will house all toe diffe- 
rent health departments in the 
capital, including the ministry's 
laboratories, toe primary health 


care department, the pharmacy 
department, and the Higher 
Health Council, the spokesman 
continued. 

He said that the Health Minis- 
try is now paying JD 120,000 in 
annual rent for these departments 
and said this amount would be 
saved once the new complex has 
been completed. The site of toe 
new complex can be reached easi- 
ly from different parts of the 
capital, he noted. 


Efforts continuing to upgrade primary 
and secondary medical care, Hamzeb says 


By Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — Jordan is exerting 
efforts to provide baric health 
care for all citizens and to up- 
grade primary and secondary 
health services to meet interna- 
tional standards, according to 
Health Minister Zaid Hamzeb. 

Dr. Hamzeh, speaking in a 
lecture entitled “health as a right 
for every citizen,” said that Jor- 
dan is considered as one of toe 
most advanced Third World 
countries in terms of providing 
baric health care, which, he said, 
should be a government responsi- 
bility. Based on the concept “pre- 
vention is better than cure,” Jor- 
dan has over toe years given due 
concern to providing citizens with 
the eight basic elements of health 
care. The factors include provid- 
ing people with potable water, 
mother and child care centres, 
vaccinations and public aware- 
ness campaigns against com- 
municable diseases as well as all 
types of drugs and medications, 
he said. 

Jordan also plans to introduce 
a comprehensive national health 
insurance system. Dr. Hamzeh 
said, adding that a preliminary 
study on toe project is currently 
underway. 

The health coverage for all 
citizens will be a fully-fledged 


private sector project with no 
contribution whatsoever by tbe 
government which is already bur- 
dened with providing primary 
and secondary health care for toe 
public, said Dr. Hamzeh who deli- 
vered his lecture at the Marriott 
Hotel. 


Private sector medical 
insurance 

Dr. Hamzeh said that 3,000 
private sector concerns, grouping 
some one million people, could 
join. He said that -economists are 
currently studying toe prospects 
of introducing what he termed as 
“a third fund” as the basis for toe 
system. All member organisa- 
tions would contribute to tbe 
fund each in accordance with its 
capabilities, thereby, small con- 
cerns would be treated on toe 
same footing as big enterprises, 
the minis ter said in his lecture 
which was hosted by toe Amman 
Lions Qub. The third fund would 
support toe services currently 
provided by the Health Ministry 
and the Aimed Forces. 

Answering questions at tbe end 
of the lecture. Dr. Hamzeb ack- 
nowledged that his ministry lack- 
ed the incentives system to lure 
specialised doctors to join toe 
ministry’s staff. 


Dr. Hamzeh defended charges 
by former minister of finance 
Mohammad Dabbas that potable 
water in general and especially in 
Irbid is unhealthy. 1„ agree that 
Irbid’s water source, which is the 
only one available now, is murky 
but that does not mean that the 
water is contaminated,” the 
minister said. Most people in 
Irbid boil toe water before drink- 
ing it. 

In reply to a question. Dr. 
Hamzeh refuted claims that Jor- 
dan needed a new centre for 
cancer patients and asserted that 
his ministry has obtained all toe 
necessary equipment and exper- 
tise to treat cancer cases. 

Dr. Hamzeh was referring to 
the projected JD 8 million Amal 
cancer centre which was recently 
suspended by toe Higher Health 
Council. Tbe General Union of 
Voluntary Societies (GUVS) had 
lobbied to set up the centre and 
collected part of its capital in tbe 
process. Dr. Hamzeb said that his 
ministry needed only cancer re- 
habilitation centres since it had 
all the fatalities for cancer treat- 
ment, including a newly-purch- 
ased linear accelerator. 

The minister said that the gov- 
ernment was contemplating eas- 
ing pressure on the Health Minis- 
try hospitals, which are over- 
crowded with patients, by refer- 
ring patients to private hospitals. 


Intercontinental Hotel awards 
prizes for ‘win a ticket competition’ 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Awards and 
prizes were distributed Monday 
to winners of the “Win a Ticket 
Competition” at the Jordan In- 
tercontinental Hotel. The contest 
was organised by the Jordan In- 
tercontinental Hotel in coopera- 
tion with tbe Royal Jordanian, 

Jordan's national airline. 

At the ceremony, the hotel’s 
neral manager Mr. Gabriel 
awam delivered a speech in 
which he expressed appreciation' 
to all tbe winners for their con- 
tinued support for toe hotel. The 
winners were all Jordanian' 
businessmen and directors of 
Jordanian companies.. 

Mr. Khawam also thanked Royal 
Jordanian for its support to such 
activities. 

Mr. Khawam concluded his 



speech by saying that the man , 
agement of the Jordan Intercon- 
tinental Hotel will continue to 
seek to offe* the best services to its 


guests, businessmen and tourists 
alike, with a view to projecting a 
bright image for this hospitable 
country. 
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EC’s positive step 


THE European Community’s statement on the Middle East, 
which strongly supported the idea of bolding an international 
conference to solve the Palestinian problem, is a victory not 
only for common sense but also for every sincere effort to reach 
peace in this region. By voting for the idea of the conference, 
the Twelve European countries have given a new and much 
needed momentum to the search for a Middle East settlement, 
and as such we expect their step to contribute a great deal to 
moving the peace process forward. 

Europe's involvement in Middle Eastern politics and its role 
in the search for a settlement has always been an important 
factor in Arab thinking and strategy in pursuit of honourable 
and just peace. Jordan, in particular, fans spearheaded 
concerted and continuous Arab efforts to get more European 
involvement in the area, and the Brussels statement has to be 
seen as a victory for Jordanian diplomacy in this respect. 

Europe’s role is very important, we have always thought, not 
simply because the continent’s history and geography have 
always been closely intertwined with oars. Nor is Western 
Europe important merely because we have mutual security 
concerns and cultural outlooks. The EC countries are also 
important because they are dose allies of the U.S. and they also 
have friendly relations with Israel. In this capadty they can 
influence both, and their participation in any peace process, no 
matter how modest, can make this process more meaningful 
and solid. 

This is why we in the Arab World, particularly here in 
Jordan, have to welcome the Brussels declaration on the 
proposed international conference. 

We do see in this dedaration a very positive move that could 
make a serious and encouraging contribution to the search for 
a peaceful solution to the Palestinian problem. Based cm this, 
we urge all Arab countries not to let the opportunity slip on a 
follow-up to this important step. The Arab World has now got 
to show more seriousness in its relations with the international 
community — friends and foes alike. We can perhaps make a 
new start; first by malting it dear to the Europeans that we 
appreciate their support for oar proposal on the international 
conference; and second by working hard at dosing our own 
ranks in preparation for a serious quest to achieve peace and 
prosperity in this part of the world. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra 7: An end to terror 


THE deployment of Syrian troops and tanks inside the Lebanese 
capita] should not be a question for debate as these troops and the 
tanks are badly needed to put an end to the tragedy of the Lebanese 
people. The other alternative is leaving the streets for the terrorists 
and the militia groups who have been maintaining a reign of terror 
over the Lebanese capital and its residents. The Syrian troops were 
essential therefore to stop further bloodshed and to halt the 
continued fighting among the factions and militia groups; and above 
all, to stop the drive towards breaking up the country and liquidating 
the Lebanese nation. The arrival of troops in Beirut was warranted 
by the continued deterioration in the economic and political life of 
Lebanon and when the nation has been driven to the verge of total 
collapse. Beirut which stood film in the face of the Israeli invaders 
has been suffering at the hands of the warring factions and the armed 
groups that roamed its streets, killing innocent civilians. We regard 
the entry of troops and their deployment as the first step towards 
ending the tragedy of the Lebanese people who have been deprived 
of decent life and security for so long, and whose national economy 
has been dealt a devastating blow. The Lebanese people welcomed 
the Syrian army because it can help them re-establish normal life 
after all militia groups disappear from the streets of their cities. 


A1 Dustour. EC assumes role 


THE European Community's foreign ministers issued a statement in 
Brussels on Monday voicing their total support for the convening of 
an international peace conference on the Middle East. The ministers 
also said that their countries will be willing to play a meaningful role 
in such a conference through their influence over the concerned 
parties or in taking part in negotiations and contacts with the Arabs 
and the Israelis. The new statement lends further credence to the 
community's Venice Declaration of 19S0 in which the European 
countries reiterated their support for international guarantees for 
lasting settlement for the Arab-Israeli conflict. The re-affirmation of 
the European countries’ commitment to support international efforts 
for the achievement of peace should be regarded as a success for the 
Arab countries' view. The new declaration in Brussels reflects the 
importance of Europe's role in and responsibility towards peace in 
rfae Arab region in view of that continent’s proximity to the Arab 
region and the long historic and cultural relations between the two 
sides. We appreciate the European Community's stand vis-a-vis the 
Arab-Israeli question, and hope that the Arab countries will now 
take proper steps to enable the Europeans play their part and help 
them convene an international conference where all the concerned 
parties and major powers of the world can help draw up a formula for 
a Lasting peace. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Europe backs peace 


THE European Community has came out in support of the proposed 
international conference on the Middle East calling on all concerned 
parties and major powers to share in the responsibility of re- 
establishing peace in the region. These European countries have thus 
displayed their backing for the views of many other world nations 
including the Arab and Islamic countries. Europe has thus opted to 
back a settlement that can guarantee the return of Arab rights and 
lands in implementation of United Nations Security Council resolu- 
tions. This declaration coming out of Brussels is a gain for the Arab 
countries and a new move giving a further impetus to the peace 
process which Israel has fought hard to abort. The European stand 
represents a new turning point and a dear departure from past 
attitudes which favoured American policies and Washington's stand. 
The European support for the Arab Nation's ^ ^ tbe Middle 
East question came as a direct result of King Hussein's on-going 
endeavours and his talks with European leaders. 


Philippines celebrates first anniversary 
of people’s power revolution 


By Joan V. Saez 


The writer is tbe Philippines 
ambassador to Jordan 
ON WEDNESDAY Feb. 25, the 
Filipino people celebrate the first 
anniversary of the peoples-power 
revolution in the Philippines and 
the election to office of President 
Corazon Aquino. 

Many of you might have seen 
those momentous events in the 
Philippines a year ago as they 
unfolded on your television 
screens. Tm sure you will remem- 
ber the moving sight of men and 
women, children, priests and 
mins, arm in arm, holding only 
Bibles and flowers. They mar- 
ched and prayed as they con- 
fronted the tanks — the military 
might of a dictator. 

You wiD also recall that not a 
single shot was fired. President 
Marcos fled the country and a- 
courageous housewife became 
the president of 55 million Filipi- 
nos. It was indeed one of our 
finest hours. We have regained 
our freedom and pride as a peo- 
ple, after 14 years of the night- 
mare that was martial law. 

As you know, those fairy-tale 


like events have won the applause 
and admiration of tire whole 
world. The rest is history. This 
month we have just approved 
overwhelmingly, in a referen- 
dum, a new constitution. We now 
also have an independent judici- 
ary and a free press. And in May 
this year, we shall elect our new' 
legislators.. By then' we' shall 
have in place all the major institu- 
tions of democracy. 

Modesty aside, I think the 
world will long remember what 
the Ffijpinos accomplished in 
those eventful days of February 
1986. It was a victory of peace 
over violence, a victory of demo- 
cracy over despotism. But in a 
broader sense, it was not only the 
victory of the Filipinos alone; it 
was also the victory of freedom- 
loving peoples everywhere.. It is 
a truism that wherever freedom 
and democracy win, the rest of 
the world, who value freedom 
and democracy, also win. 

We still have tremendous prob- 
lems to overcome. For example, 
in the economic field. But the 
leading economic indicators last 
quarter give us reason to be 
optimistic this year. 


It is unfortunate that the cease- 
fire agreement between the gov- 
ernment and Communist rebels ' 
has broken down. But the gov- 
ernment is trying to negotiate- 
peace with the rebels al the re- 
gional level because of the refusal 
of their leaders to resume talks 
with the government. 


The government is also opti- 
mistic that it can reach an agree- 
ment with the mainstream Mus- 
lim groups in the Philippines. 

But whatever future course our 
government might take. Presi- 
dent Aquino has earned her place 
under the sun, in tbe hearts of 
freedom lovers everywhere. She 
has proved that in this day and 
age a revolution can succeed 
through peaceful means. 



'President Corazon Aquino 

■:i-\ t if 


Mr. Saez obtained bis Master of 
Letters degree from Oxford Uni- 
versity, England, where be also 
studied economics. He also 
finished Foreign Service at tire 
London School of Economics and 
was a Fellow at Harvard Uni- 
versity. A career diplomat, be has 
served in London , Geneva, 
Berne , Prague. Belgrade and 
Sofia. 



.Ambassador Juan V. Zaez. 


Bangladesh ruler looks set to keep office 


By Anis Ahmed 

. Reuter 


DHAKA — President Hossain 
Mohammad Ershad has ruled 
Bangladesh for nearly five yets 
and even some of his enemies say 
he looks set to remain in power 
through the rest of the decade. 

The general-turned-politidan 
ended four-and-a-half years of 
martial law last November and 
became a civilian president, hav- 
ing won an election the previous 
months boycotted by the main 
opposition parties which charged 
the poll was rigged. 

He secured passage in parlia- 
ment of a law legitimising his 
military nde and was sworn in for 
a five-year term. 

None of the former presidents 
of this impoverished nation of 100 
mini on people completed their 
terms. Two fell to assassin’s bal- 
lets including Ershad’s immediate 
predecessor. General Zia Ur 
Rahman, who was swept into 
power in a popular military upris- 
ing hi November 1975, and sur- 
vived nearly 20 coup attempts 
before he was killed in 1981. 

Ershad himself took power in a 
bloodless coup in 1982 and has 
steadily consolidated his power 
domestically. He also has pur- 
sued policies favoured by the 
country’s foreign aid donors and 
leaders and improved relations 


with South Asian neighbours. 

Diplomats in Dhaka note 
Ershad has been careful to keep 
good relations with the country’s 
powerful military, promising 
mem a role in government, and 
has yet to face a coup. 

“Besides, Ershad is a shrewd 
navigator in the turbulent Bang- 
ladeshi politics. He has outwitted 
most of his opponents and taken 
the wind out of their sails,” one 
Asian diplomat told Reuters. 

Recently, he was faced with a 
half-day general strike called by 
opposition parties and trade un- 
ions to support a campaign for his 
resignation. 

Diplomats said Ershad shrewd- 
ly refused to be provoked, kept 
police under control and deprived 
his opponents of their expected 
confrontation. 

He also has benefited greatly 
from a bitter rift m tbe opposition 
which has split into two rival 
alliances, one headed by Zia's 
widow and the other by the 
daughter of the country’s assas- 
sinated first president. 

The latter is Sheikha Hasina — 
daughter of Sheikh Mujibur Rah- 
man, the country’s founding 
father who heads the largest 
opposition party, the Awami 
League. Hasina participated in 
the May parliamentary elections 
boycotted by other opposition 
groups but accused Ershad’s 


Jatiya Party of rigging the vote. 

Diplomats, however, say 
Ershad’s most implacable foe is 
Begum Khaleda 22a, leader of 
tbe Bangladesh Nationalist Party. 

Said one diplomat: “Tbe white- 
dad lady with the distinct touch 
of personality and a generally 
sad4ooking face is Ershad’s worst 
wony.” 

Khaleda calls Ershad “the 
a test autocrat who does not 
ave the minimum respect for 
people or democracy,” and calls 
persistently for him to be over- 
thrown. 

“It is high time that all people 
rise against Ershad and throw 
him into the dustbin of history,” 
she said after police arrested her 
in January for holding an illeg- 
al anti-government demonstra- 
tion. 

Opposition sources told Reu- 
ters that Ershad even ' offered 
Khaleda a high post in his govern- 
ment but was rebuffed. 

Khaleda has accused Hasina of 
betraying die -anti-Erehad move- 
ment by taking pan in the par- 
liamentary elections while Hasina 
has said Khaleda helped Ershad 
by boycotting die poll. 

“Ershad has consolidated his 
power thanks to squabbles be- 
tween the two ladies and, like it 
or not, he is set to stay in the 
saddle for years to come,” said 
Muzaffar Ahmed, leader of the 


National Awami Party arid 
staunch Ershad opponent. 

He faces continued opposition 
from the country’s restive stu- 
dents who have often taken to the 
streets to oppose his government 
and polides. 

Recently, two students were 
killed in bomb blasts in Chitta- 
gong, the country’s largest peat, 
and another was shot dead by 
pohctfin a northern town during 
protests against higher bus fares. 

“Students have played a key 
role in all political movements in 
this part of the subcontinent and 
it wold be foolish to try to shot 
them out all together,” said for- 
mer Dhaka University vice-chan- 
cellor Shamsul Haque. 


Bangladesh is one of the 
world’s poorest countries with only 
$131 animal per capita income.lt 
depends on overseas donors and 
creditors for nearly 80 per cent of 
its annual development budget 
and imports, and Ershad has 
been careful to accommodate its 
donor countries and the interna- 
tional organisations. 

“We. are happy with Ersfrad 
because he listens to us. He has 
devalued currency, Withdrawn 
subsidies from fertilisers and 
food, raised public utility rates 
and launched a privatisation cam- 
paign," one U.S. aid official told 
reporters recently. 


Brunei’s Chinese have little to celebrate 


By Ho Wah Foot 

Reuter 


BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, 
Brunei — Tay Ah Choo and her 
family, who are among some 
50,000 Chinese in Brunei, are 
paying little heed to the sultan- 
ate's third independence celebra- 
tions to be held on February 23. 

“What is there to cheer about 
... my husband and I have been 
here over 25 years, yet we are still 
non-citizens ... independence 
does not mean anything to us,” 
the China-bom shoe-seller told 
Reuters. 

“Even my children who were 
bom here are stateless ... they 
have to come back every year 
from their studies abroad to re- 
new their visas,” she said with 
bitterness. 

Tay and her husband failed a 
stringent Malay language test re- 
quired of those who apply for 
citizenship after residing for at 
least &5 years in this former Brit- 
ish protectorate. 

Citizenship remains a sensitive 
issue in the oil-rich state despite 
independence gained on January 
1, 1984, and the local Chinese 
chamber of commerce has de- 
clined to discuss it. 

Only 10 per cent of the 
Chinese, who dominate trade and 
commerce, are citizens among 
the Malay-majority 230,000 peo- 
ple in Brunei, diplomats and 
bankers said. 

Many emigrated to Canada and 
Australia for jobs and invest- 
ments after the two countries. 

I relaxed their immigration poll- 


local journalist said. 

But independence celebrations 
will be modest “The idea is not 
to upstage the sultan’s birthday 
celebrations on July 15," an offi- 
cial in charge of publicity said. 

The recent death of the Sultan 
Sir Hassanal Bo Uriah's father, the 
former sultan, is another reason 
offered. 

The sultanate, which has ruled 
for 29 generations, is still in full 
control of Brunei. The sultan and 
his brothers head all tbe key 
ministries and Western-style 
democracy is not practised. 

Hassanal, who is also prime 
minister and minister of defence, 
enlarged and included technoc- 
rats in his cabinet last October 
after his father's death, diplomats 
and bankers said. 

“Decisions are made much bet- 
ter and quicker now although 
they are still slow. People see that 
the sultan and his officers are 
trying to do a good job," said 
a Western diplomat. 

Despite having an estimated 
$15 to 20 billion in external re- 


serves, Brunei has not indulged in 
the sort of white-elephant pro- 
jects that plague many Thud 
World nations, a banker noted. 

There is no law against people 
airing their views yet few do 
speak up and the local media 
rarely reports dissenting views. 

Two tiny opposition parties, 
comprising mainly businessmen, 
have had little popular impact. 
“There’s no active political life 
here. Nobody takes notice of the 
opposition and they are not a 
force to reckon with,” a resident 
said. 

Despite Brunei's relative sta- 
bility, tbe sultan retains a British 
Gurka and a Singapore armed 
forces unit in addition to his own 
well-trained royal Brunei armed 
forces, diplomats said. 

The defunct Brunei National 
Democratic Party, which took 
part in a British-crushed rebellion 
in 1962, is a spent force after its 
2,500 members and leaders were 
imprisoned, one of the ex-de- 
tainees told Reuters. 

Limited by its size and lack of 


human resources, Brunei prefers 
to concentrate its role in the 
six-member association of Sooth- 
east Asia nations and maintain 
dose relations with its neigh- 
bours, deputy Foreign Minister 
Datuk Zakaria Sulaiman said. 


But Brunei recently startled 
the outside world with its $10- 
miQion contribution to the 
Nicaraguan contra rebels. Has- 
sanal said the United States mis- 
led him on the purpose of the 
fund. 


Although Brunei has managed 
to cushion its economy from 
world recession with its huge re- 
serves, it is taking steps to 
address future problems. 


The ruler has warned the na- 
tion that Brunei's daily output of 
165,000 barries of oil and 750 
million cubic feet (21 million 


cubic metres) of gas, which 
99 per 


account for 99 per cent of ex- 
ports, is a depleting resource esti- 
mated to last for only 25 to 30 
years. 


BRUNEI 


des, diplomats said. 

Embassy figures show that 155 
families moved to Canada last 
year, three times the number 
registered in 1985, and that 2,588 
families enquired, about im- 
migration to Australia. 

Official comment was unavail- 
able. 

Tbe rest of the nation appears 
contended and braced to join 
independence celebrations that 
will feature colourful parades, 
cultural shows and exhibitions. 

Bruneians enjoy subsidies, fat 
salaries, free schooling and health 
care and Asia’s highest per capita 
income of more than S 15,900. 
Every household has at least two 
cars. 

“Every Bruneian is born with a 
silver spoon ... if you are a simple 
man you can’t complain when 
everything' is taken care of," a 



LETTERS 


Voice of America, or of Israel? 


To the Editor: 

THANK you for alerting us to: “Israel to get a say on VOA 
broadcasts” Jordan Tima, Feb. S-6 1987. Due to your reprint, we 
have written the first letter of protest to Voice of Ameria end the 
second to leading Arab American institutions m the U.S. Your, 
excellent coverage of the news is appreciated by US) au. 


Karen Asfoor 
President 
Jordan Chapter of the National 
A ss ociation of Arab- Americans 


Mr. Morton Smith 
Deputy Director for Modernisation 
Voice of America 
301 4th St. S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20547 


Dear Mir. Smith, - 

THE Jordan Chapter of tbe National Association of Arab Amer- 
icans, composed of American taxpayers, protest Voice of America's 
proposed construction of a relay station in Israel. 

It is our understanding that Voice of America makes a- general 
agreement with host countries to “refrain from broadcasting material 
which may harm the interests of that particular country. In most 
instances this may be no more than a formality. However, with 
Israel we feel this clause would be applied, as the enclosed article 
which’ appeared in the Jerusalem Post and was reprinted in tbe 
Jordan umes, strongly suggests. 

The phrase “Israeli or Jewish interests” is vague and can be 
interpreted to apply to anything. For example, the United Slates 
Justice Department's pre-sentencing memorandum establishes 
Jonathan Jay Pollard as one of the most important spies against the 
U.S. in the 20th century. How will Voice Of America be able to give * 

an unbiased report of a headline issue like this? In addition, will the - 
Voice of America be able to criticise the continued illegal military 
occupation of Jerusalem and the West Bank? Who is going to judge 
whether U.S. broadcasts contain material that harms Israeli interests, 
or does Voice of America believe that Israeli, Jewish and American 
interests . are one and the same? _ . . . 

Israel has an ongoing policy of censorship. The U.S. press and 
television exposed this censorship on the foreign press during the 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 1982. By putting themselves in a 
position where they may be censored, how can the Voice of America 
broadcast messa ges of freedom when they are willing to be' 
censored themselves? If the Voice of America agrees to relay its 
broadcasts from Israel, rt may vitiate the First Am e ndm en t of the 
United States Constitution, ie, freedom of speech and/or press. 

American credibility, already at an all time low, will be damag e d 
beyond repair if this relay station is built. We ask that Voice of - 
America not go forward with this project and reconsiders the location 
of the site to a place outside Israel. 


Sincerely, 

Karen Asfoor 
President Bassira-Insigbt 

Dear Sir, 

PERHAPS you will be able to assst us in our protest against the 
intended construction of a $320 million relay station for. Voice of ■ 
America in Israel. If Israel is granted this project, paid by oar 
American tax dollars, it will have one more powerful tool, to use in 
censoring opinions which - are contrary to their own. 

Since the final agreement and signing have not yet taken place, we 
ask you to use your influence to see that this project does not go 
forward. Your immediate action could make a difference! 


Sincerely yours, 

Karen Asfoor 
President Bassira-Insigbt 


Nakedness all the same 


To die Editor: 


HAMZEH Hamzeh’s letter to the Editor medieval censorship 
(Jotdan Times, Feb. 10) attempts to prove that the drawing of 
nakedness by hand is something different from photo-naked- 
ness, and calls for an undisturbed access to Jordan of artistic 
nudity. We in Europe were already witnesses of similar 
polemics, when the Church, in the past, ordered that renaiss- 
ance paintings must be “dressed”. Today art works in Cathed- 
rals are being undressed and are being returned to their original 
condition. The call for distinction between artistic nakedness 
and pornography “has been followed by a -call for distinction 
between artistic” photo-nakedness and pornographic photo- 
nakedness and lately with a call for the distinction between 
“artistic” and pornographic nudity in films and on TV. 

Hamzeh Hamzeh is certainly entitled to his own opinion as 
regards this matter. However, other people do consider this to 
be an inferiority complex on our behalf and a blind urge to 
imitate forejgn values. 

Tbe implications that the headline suggest also apply to 
Western societies where values keep changing with time. Islami c 
values on the other hand are unchangeable because they are 
founded on fixed values that apply at all times. .. 


Halid Talk 
University of Jordan 


Hurrah! Hurrah for Tourism 


To the Editor: 


Feb. 16, 1987 was yet another landmark for to u ri sm to 
Jordan 


A few weeks ago, we managed to penalise the British tourist for 
coming to tins Country and spending - some of his money here. 
Bear in mind that, on a per-capita baas, the British tourist spends 
more nights (and more money) than any other nationality. 

Today, it was decided that it was not enough to penalise one 
nationality. We should spread the goodness to all other visitors- 
Presto, by raising the airport tax (without any advance 
warning), by more than 100 per cent, simple economic theory says 
we more than double the revenue pouring into the state coffeis- 
Whar we always seem to forget is that the so-and-so tourist has 
a.... choice. 


Sure, we have to treat the tourists on a reciprocal basis. It wa 
mentioned that, smee the British raised their visa fees foi 
Jordanians, we must do the same. But it is not as amide as that 
lias anyone thought what Jordanian- tourism in the U K 

** gantry? Can we compare ii 
to the importance of the British tounst to the more than L2.00C 
ramihw directly dependent on Tourism in this country? 

--Ifes anyone com»red the total invested in the Tourisa 
sertor here and m the ILK. compared to the overall capita 
investment m each country? ^ 


Every. industry is this country finds a chamraon in oarliament 


Munir Y . 

Amman 
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Years of No Decision: Episodes 
in the long story of ‘corridor 
diplomacy’ on the Middle East 


Yeais of No Decision 
By Muhammad El-Farra 
KPI Limited, London and 
New York 1987 

lri£ news from the U.S. during 
last and this week spoke about 
differences in opinion surfacing 
between the Reagan administra- 
tion and the visiting Israeli prime 
minister, Yitzhak Shamir, over 
the idea of holding an interna- 
tional conference on the Palesti- 
nian problem. While the news 
reports highlighted such differ- 
ences and even suggested that 
they would inevitably lead to 
contradictions in the synchro- 
nised American- Israe li policies in 
the Middle East, U.S. officials 
went out of their way to play 
down the differences and to dis- 
miss any likelihood of a rift with 
Israel over the international con- 
ference's idea, or over any other 
oatstanding issue between the 
two countries for that matter. 
Witness, in this respect, the riffs 
that did and could arise between 
Israel and the U.S. over ques- 
tions like the Lavi project, 
Israeli-South African military 
cooperation, the Pollard affair, 
going back all the way to 1982 
when Shamir and his boss at the 
time, Menachem Begin, rejected 
outright the Reagan initiative for 
the Middle East. These rifts, or 
potential riffs, did nothing to 
damage the ■ strong American- 
Israeli relationship. On the con- 
trary, if any thing they streng- 
thened the tie between the two — 
to such an extent in fact that 
Washington now considers Israel 
a “major non-NATO ally’' after 
it had accorded it the status of a 
“strategic ally*'. 

The story behind this organic 
relationship between the two 
“strategic’’ partners is indeed 
long and complicated. And as 
such it would certainly take much 
more time and effort than has 
already been undertaken to 
understand it better and more 
fully. So much has been done 
already to explore facts and mo- 
tives involved in the evolving 
relationship, but there still is a 
great need to throw more light on 
it. ( , 

The Arab 'side' unfortunately 
has done little to contribute to 
fulfilling this need, and that is 
perhaps the best reason why we 
have to welcome the publication 
of Dr. Faira’s new book. 

The aim of Years of No Deci- 
sion, Dr. Farra writes, “is to 
increase understanding of the 
several different dimensions the 
Palestine problem has ac- 
quired.” 

“I hope that the episodes in the 
long history of ‘corridor diploma- 
cy’ I have recorded will bring 
home to the reader the way in 


which international voting 
alliances are formed and may be 
influenced,” says the author, who 
was Jordan’s ambassador to the 
U.N. from 1965 to 1971. But in 
the book itself he goes beyond 
this to explain not only his experi- 
ences as Jordan’s representative 
at the U.N. but also the various 
peace plans that have been 
formulated since the partition of 
Palestine in 1947 ana bow the 
American-Israeli combine bad 
worked to abort and foil these 
plans. “With only some rare ex- 
ceptions the United States of 
America has stood behind Zion- 
ism... It is the U.S. which, in one 
way or another, has accommo- 
dated every Israeli war, each 
Israeli expansion and every other 
illegal Israeli practice. Conse- 
quently it is the U.S. which can 
help bring peace with justice to 
the Holy Land.” 

In his book. Dr. Farra recalls 
and describes many important 
meetings he had with heads of 
state and politicians from all over 
the world, and mainly dwells on 
his encounters with Arthur Gold- 
berg, the U.S. envoy to the U.N. 
during the 1967 war in the Middle 
East, and how Goldberg used to 
intimidate and pressure him 
whenever their policies dashed 
on U.N. resolutions vis-a-vis the 
Middle East. 

Dr. Farra tells of incidents 
when cables he sent to die Jorda- 
nian government, and cables that 
were sent to him by Amman, 
were never received in Amman 
or by him in New York during 
crucial Security Council debates 
in and around June of 1967. This 
suggests of course that the power 
of the Israeli lobby went beyond 
political influence in Washington 
and New York. 

Dr. Farra gives a glimpse of 
this political influence on U.S. 
politicians by describing a meet- 
ing the Jordanian foreign minister 
in 1969 bad with President 
Richard Nixon in New York. 

“In autumn 1969 President 
Nixon visited the United Nations 
and made a major speech to the 
General Assembly. Later he and 
Secretary-General U Thant 
greeted all the ministers and 
ambassadors accredited to the 
U.N. The same day the president 
asked to meet a few delegations 
from friendly countries, Jordan 
amongst them. We went to the 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel to meet 
him, at around four o’clock. He 
was apparently briefed by the 
State Department about otur de- 
legation and he was very cordial. 

“Out delegation consisted of 
Jordanian Foreign Minister 
Abdul Monem Rifai and the late 
Prime Minister Abdnl Hamid 
Sharaf, who was then the Jorda- 
nian ambassador in Washington, 



The author, Dr. Mohammad El- 
Farra, is Jordan’s former ambas- 
sador Co the U.N. from 1965 to 
1971 

together with myself as the 
permanent representative of Jor- 
dan to the United Nations. 

“M[r. Rifai thanked Mr. Nixon 
for receiving us in spite of the 
pressure of work in New York 
and then turned to discussing the 
Israeli occupation of the West 
Bank and other Arab territories: 
‘No progress whatsover has been 
made to bring about the with- 
drawal of Israeli troops from that 
part of Jordan,'’ he said. ‘I do not 
want to go back home empty- 
handed. Yon know, Mr. Presi- 
dent, we are counting a great deal 


BOOK REVIEW 


on your support and help. IBs 
Majesty King Hussein has been 
expecting stronger American 
assistance.’ 

“President Nixon answered: 
‘Please Mr. Minister convey to 
His Majesty the King my highest 
consideration. Yon are right ab- 
out the need for more progress on 
your problem with Israel. I do not 
want you this time to go back 
empty-handed. We are con- 
cerned about Jordan. We want to 
change our image among the one 
hundred and fifty million Arabs. 
This takes time. I assure yon we 
are not concerned about our 
American politics.. Our politics., 
should be even-handed. We want 
to be the friend of the Arabs and 
Israel.’ 

"Then the president turned to 
his secretary of state, William 
Rogers, while Henry Kissinger of 
the National Security Council and 
Joseph Sisco of the State Depart- 
ment were watching and listen- 
ing, and said: ‘listen Bill, I do 
not want the minister to go back 
empty-handed. Otherwise, the 
position of Jordan will be under- 
mined before the revolutionary 
forces. Discuss the matter in de- 
tail and make sure the minister 


does not go back empty-handed.’ 
William Rogers replied: ‘Fine. I’ll 
do that.* 

‘To the late minis ter Abdul 
Monem Rifai and his assistants 
the meeting was fruitful. Mr. 
Nixon walked with us to the 
elevator, shook hands with every- 
one and assured us again that he 
would see to it that Minister Rifai 
would not go home empty- 
handed. 

“The following day Joe Sisco 
arranged for a meeting for the 
foreign minister and myself with 
Secretary Rogers, which Sisco 
attended. William Rogers, who 
was known for his honesty and 
straight-forwardness, spoke to 
Foreign Minister Rifai very open- 
ly and frankly. He said: ‘Mr. . 
Minister, let us be frank and 
honest about it. There is nothing 
we can do for you other than 
arranging for yon to meet Golda 
Meir.’ 

“The foreign minister could 
not believe what he heard. It was 
a shock to us both. We had 
expected President Nixon's 
promise to mean anything but 
this. The American minister, 
however, did not want to beat 
around the bush and to mislead 
ns. 

“The day before, immediately 
after onr meeting with the presi- 
dent, we had met Mahmoud Riad 
the foreign minister of Egypt, 
since in accordance with the in- 
structions of our heads of state, 
we were coordinating our work in 
the United Nations. He was hap- 
py to hear what my minister had 
to say abont President Nixon’s 
promises, but be expressed his 
doubts about them. For him, 
Ameridan policy-makers had lost 
credibility a long time before. 

‘“Don't be too optimistic,’ he 
told Rifai. ‘You might be very 
much disappointed. I have been 
dealing with the Americans for 
almost two years on this very 
issue. They are evasive. They are 
not very honest in their promises. 
Their diplomacy is not like that of 
other countries. Don’t take what 
yon hear literally.’ We had, 
however, remained more opti- 
mistic than our Egyptian col- 
league. 

“William. Rogers had proved 
Riad right. Rifai was greatly 
shocked, and disappointed. ‘Is 
the whole thing a joke?’ he asked 
Rogers. ‘I cannot understand it. 
You tell me there is nothing you 
can do other than arranging a 
meeting between me and Golda 
Meir. But this. Mi-. Secretary, 
does not need your good offices. I 
can go and meet Golda Meir right 
now without your help if I want 
to. She stays downstairs in this 
hotel.’ 

“Secretary Rogers said: T am 
sorry. There is nothing else I can 
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“Peace plans for the Middle East have not been 
Jacking. What is common to the failure of all of 
them is the attitude Erst of Israel which is always the 
aggressor and secondly of the world , the western 
world, in which I include the United States , in 
particular ” — The author. 


do for you. You have to help us 
so we can help you.’ Minister 
Rifai said: ‘Is this all you have to 
say, Mr. Secretary?’ William Ro- 
gers replied: “Yes Sir." 

"At this stage Minister Rifai 
said: ‘In that case I shall have to 
leave for Jordan today. I shall put 
before His Majesty the King all 
that has happened. I shall let 
everyone know how a Big Power 
treats a friend, the small country 
of Jordan.” 

"He then stood up. So did I, 
together with Secretary Rogers 
and Joseph Sisco. 

“We excused ourselves and 
left Mahmoud Riad was waiting 
downstairs and could see the 
irritation on Rifai’s face. He said: 
‘I see you are not happy. I told 
you not to rely on the Americans. 
Israel is their favourite baby. You 
have to understand that. They 
want to pull us to the negotiating 
table. This we know. And until ; 
you are strong, you will get no- 
thing out of any negotiations.’ 

"That same evening both Rifai 
and Riad left New York for home 
to report to King Hussein and 
President Nasser.” 

In another chapter dedicated 
wholly to resolution 242 and 
efforts to implement it through 
the work of Swedish envoy G un- 
ci ar Jarring at the time. Dr. Farra 
sheds more light on the interpre- 
tations, attached by the Arab and 
other sides to the U.N. resolution 


and on the obstacles which stood 
in die way of implementing it. 
For students of Middle Eastern 
politics the information and 
analysis supplied by Dr. Farra are 
a must reading if we are to 
understand more fully the back- 
ground to current efforts to estab- 
lish peace in the area. 

Everywhere in this very useful 
and interesting book, Dr. Farm 
relates experiences he had and 
diplomatic incidents he faced, 
without making his work “an 
autobiography in the real sense. ” 
The book, he says, “embodies 
the experiences of just one phase 
in my life, and reflects many 
years of the diaspora and unrest 
which the people of Palestine 
have endured.” 

It is not every day that a 
Jordanian diplomat, retired or in 
active service, writes a "book ab- 
out his life and work, or about his 
role in shaping historical events. 
The fact that Dr. Farra did just 
that in Years of No Decision 
means that there is a healthy 
■movement taking place in a posi- 
tive direction in our midst. Above 
and beyond this, the book itself is 
of immense value and interest, 
not only to us Jordanians and 
Arabs but also to students of 
Middle East history all over the- 
world. 

Salim Abdo 


New mayor wants to 
dean up Athens 


By Granville Watts 
Reuter 

ATHENS — MUiades Evert, tip- 
ped by some as a future prime 
minister of Greece, has taken on 
the toughest job of his life — 
cleaning up Athens. 

Elected mayor in municipal 
elections last October, Evert has 
set about his task with customary 
gusto. 

At 47, the youngest man ever 
to hold the job. Evert is deter- 
mined to reduce the appalling 
pollution and traffic noise which 
makes life increasingly difficult in 
the ancient city. 

Little more than a small town 
30 years ago, Athens now houses 
more than half of Greece’s 10 
million people and the smog from 
car exhaust fames is so thick 
some days that you cannot see the 
Acropolis on its hfll overlooking 
the dty. 

“In the past most of our tour- 
ists came first to Athens, now 
they bypass the city and fly direct 
to the tslands,” Evert told Reu- 
ters in an interview. 

But the mayor thinks that a 
new cksaner city, with less pollu- 
tion and better transport could 
make the tourists spend a day or- 
two in the capital. 

Evert said the new visitors to 
Athens would want to come to 
the dty for cultural reasons, to 
visit flie Acropolis and the 
museums, and the dty could also 
attract more business conven- 
tions. 

“But we need a subway system, 
a second airport, underground 
parking areas and deaner air,” he 
said. 

The subway system was the 
main priority. He said it had been 
postponed for six years under the 
Socialist government of Prime 
Minister Andreas Papandreou. 

“It could be my first big fight 
with tiie government to get the 
subway started,’* Evert said. 

The system is estimated to cost 
SI .2 bflnon.and would initially be 


24 km long. 

An underground railway would 
reduce drastically the numbers of 
buses and cars which presently 
choke the streets of Athens, and 
would also cur down pollution. 
Evert said. 

Another must was a second 
airport to help reduce the work- 
load at the present international 
airport which is barely able to cope 
with the extra charter Bights in 
the summer months. 

The dty is also suffering from a 
chronic shortage of parking space 
for vehicles. Any visitor to 
Athens notices immediately how 
drivers leave their cars blocking 
side streets and sometimes dou- 
ble or triple parked, reducing 
traffic flow to a snail’s pace. 

Evert, a member of the main 
opposition conservative New 
Democracy Party, said the land 
for a new airport on the outskirts 
of Athens was bought when he 
was in the previous conservative 
government 

Evert said all these main pro- 
jects were necessary if Athens 
was to be successful in bidding to 
stage the Olympic games in 1996. 
The first modern Olympics were 
staged here in 1896 and Athens 
feels it has a priority right to put 
on tire centennial games. 

Evert is tipped by many politic- 
al analysts as a possible future 
prime minister. He became 
Greece’s youngest parliamentary 
deputy in Athens 1974 at the age 
of 34, was the youngest ever 
finanarr: minister at the age of 40 
in 1980 and is now the youngest 
mayor of the capital. 

He has two years left to beat 
the record for the youngest prime 
minister which was set by Con- 
stantine Karamanlis . 

Papandreou, who won a 
second term in office in 1985, 
does not have to hold general 
elections until 1989. But Evert 
thinks elections could come as 
early at autumn next year if the 
nation’s shaky economy im- 
proves. 


Chinese herb medicine: New hope for hepatitis patients 


TAIPEI (CNA) — Chinese herb 
medicine may be more effective 
than Western medicine in treat- 
ing type B hepatitis, health au- 
thorities say. 

A report on the results of an 
experiment, sponsored by the 
Department of Health and China 
Medical College, supports 
Chinese medicine as an effective 
means to. treat the most prevalent 
epidemic in the Republic of 
China. 

The report shows that type B 
hepatitis patients have improved 


notably after taking Chinese 
medicine, and these patients’ 
ability in liver cell regeneration is 
2.2 times better than patients 
taking Western medicine. 

In accordance with the Chinese 
medical theory, 700 patients in 
the experiment group were di- 
vided by symptom into four sub- 
groups of ‘‘feverish, dampish, 
void and silted.” They were given 
different herb medicines. 

Fifty per cent of all patients 
showed notable improvement in 
liver function tests after six 


months of treatment. Liver func- 
tions returned to normal levels in 
many cases. Only 38 pier cent of 
the patients in the control group 
taking Western medicine could 
make the same claim. 

In a follow-up of 413 patients in 
the medical centre of the Nation- 
al Taiwan University, 12 per cent 
of the patients showed the anti- 
gens in their bodies had been 
transformed into antibodies with- 
in one year. 

However, of the 164 patients 
under taking herb medicine treat- 


ment for half a year, 14 per cent 
showed the antigens in the bodies 
had transformed into antibodies. 

The authorities say this may 
suggest that Chinese medicine is 
more effective in sloping the re- 
production of the virus in the 
body. 

According to the report, while 
54 per cent of the patients in the 
experiment group showed ability 
in liver cell regeneration, only 22 
per cent in the control group 
showed the same results. 


Bloody Mafia 
war rages in 
toe of Italy 


By Barry Moody 

Reuter 

REGGIO CALABRIA, Italy — 
A bloody Mafia war is raging out 
of control in Reggio Calabria, in 
the toe of Italy, earning it the 
unenviable title of the country’s 
most violent city. 

Magistrate Vincenzo Maori, 
who has led many investigations 
into the local Mafia, says: “The 
value of life here has now de- 
scended to truly low levels," 
adding that the atmosphere of 
violence had spread to ordinary 
members of the population. Tri- 
vial arguments end in murder. 

“There is a climate of remark- 
able violence, a real culture of 
violence,” Reggio prefect Carlo 
Lessona said. 

Reggio and its surrounding 
province had Italy’s highest num- 
ber of murders, attempted mur- 
ders and kidnaps in 1986. There 
were 112 homicides compared 
with 90 in 1985. 

In the province of Palermo, 
centre of the more well-known 
Sicilian Mafia, there were 50 
murders last year. 

Reggio and its province .have a 
population of only half a million 
people. Lessona told Reuters: “If 
Naples bad the same percentage 
of murders per head there would 
be 600 to 650 murders a year and 
the figure is falling. Here there is 
a distinct increase.” 

The killing has continued this 
year as Mafia clans fight for 
supremacy. There have been 19 
murders since the beginning of 
this year. According to investigat- 
ing magistrates, of January's 15 
killings all but one — caused by 
an argument over the smoke 
coming from a chimney — were 
related to the war within the 
Calabrian Mafia or la ’ndranghe- 
ta. a word with Greek roots 
meaning “society of valiant 
men.” 

One of the dead was an inno- 
cent railway worker who was 
caught in the crossfire of a Mafia 
ambush for two other men. A 
13-year-old boy was also gravely 
wounded. 

The war was unleashed by the 
murder of top local, boss Paolo de 
Stefano on October 13, 1985. 
Magistrates said the killing was 
retaliation for a car bomb attack 
three days earlier which missed 
its target, a leader of the rival 
Condello clan, but killed three of 
his men. 

The killing of de Stefano cre- 
ated a vacuum at the top of the 
local Mafia. Apart from the con- 
tinuing vendetta between the de 
Stefano and Condello dans many 
other gang wars have erupted 
because there is no dominant 
figure to impose peace, magis- 
trates said. 

Lessona said that at one time 
the ’ ndrangheta “even if it was a 
distorted and sick sodety, did 
have rules. In the last year these 
have all dissolved in a battle 
without quarter.” 

In any case the 'ndrangheta 
has never achieved the dear 
hierarchical structure of its Sid- 
lian equivalent, run by a “com- 
mission” where there is normally 
a supreme boss. 

“Now no-one commands, so 
the dogs have been unleashed,” 
said Luigi Malafarina, an expert 
on the local Mafia. 

“Reggio and its province have 


a deeply rooted and extensive 
presence of organised crime 
which is among the toughest in 
Italy," Macri told Reuters. 

Starting with the abduction of 
Paul Getty m, grandson of the 
American millionaire, the 'ndran- 
gheta carried out around 30 big 
kidnaps in north and central Italy 
between 1973 and 1985, usually 
transporting the victims south to 
the nigged and impenetrable 
Aspromonte mountains. 

Kidnaps continue in Calabria 
— there have been 110 in the last 
20 years — but they are usually 
carried out by small families be- 
cause the profits are small com- 
pared with the risks, investigating 
magistrates say. 

The current war in Reggio is 
for bigger prizes. Macri says the 
1 ndrangheta is fighting for control 
of drug trafficking, extortion and. 
huge building contracts, many in 
public works. 

The magistrate said extortion 
was extremely widespread. 
“There is no undertaking, rang- 
ing from the biggest company to 
street sellers which is not forced 
to pay up." 

Reggio is a centre for heroin 
and cocaine traffic, Macri said, 
adding that the Calabrians bad 
extensive links abroad including 
Australia and north and south 
America. 

Reggio is one of the poorest 
areas of Italy with an unemploy- 
ment rate around 15 per cent, 
although the dty has an atmos- 
phere of comparative prosperity 
which Macri attributes to money 
generated by crime. 

Economic development is seen 
as one way to combat tbe crime 
problem but Macri and others say 
injections of public money in the 
past have gone straight into the 
pockets of the Mafia. 

There is deep apathy and dis- 
trust for offidal institutions, mak- 
ing people reluctant to help 
police. 

Lessona said the population 
still resented a decision to make 
Catanzaro instead of Reggio 
capital of the Calabrian region, 
which caused riots in 1970. Since 
then the people had been left 
ignored and- neglected by the 
state. 

Macri and other magistrates 
say a climate of maGosity has 
infected politics, assisted by the 
deep-seated Calabrian traditions 
of clientelism, “favours" and get- 
ting jobs or contracts through 
"recommendations” from in- 
fluential people. 

“I am not sure economic assist- 
ance will solve the problem. I 
would not say there is a direct 
link between economic difficul- 
ties and Mafia violence. In fact I 
believe it is not underdevelop- 
ment which generates Mafia vio- 
lence but the Mafia which gener- 
ates underdevelopment," he 

said. 

“It is not a problem of re- 
sources. It’s problem of the use 
and direction of resources," Mac- 
ri said. 

He said fee Mafia had ways of 
influencing decisions and alloca- 
tions of contracts by regional, city 
and town authorities. 

“The way to fight Che Mafia, 
apart from police and judicial 
repression is to restore correct 
administration to all public 
organs, especially in public 
spending," be said. 
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The First and Only Greek 
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AMD EVERY MIGHT 


..ZORBA THE GRLEK.. 
located 

JABAL AMMAN. 2NO CIRCLE 

OPP FRENCH LOAF 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Takn away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 




MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take away available 

Open daily 12:00 - 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

WadiSaqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 y 
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TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal naming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 330 pan. 
& 6:30p.m. -midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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INTERNATIONAL 
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packing. Shipping, 
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international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
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Rent A Car 

25% Discount 

1. Short and long terms 

2. Full insurance 

3. Automatic and Air-condi- 
tion cars 

4. Always new cars with 
good service 

Middle East Hotel 
\ Tel: 668958 / 


/ CHEN’S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
fundi and dfnner Friday 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

y 6:30 -Midnight S 
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Chinese dominate World 
Table Tennis Championship 


^NEW DELHI, India (AP) — Table tennis snperpow- 
™er C hina crushed its old rival Sweden 5-0 to claim 
tiie men’s Swaythling Cup for the fourth consecutive 
time in the 39th Table Tennis World Championship. 


Chinese women earlier walked 
home with the Marcel Corbillon 
Cup, blanking South Korea 3-0 to 
complete the Chinese domination 
of the tournament. 

This was the third consecutive 
time that the Chinese men over- 
whelmed the determined Swedes 
in a finals battle, ft was also 
China's ninth consecutive appear- 
ance in the championship finals. 

The Europeans had no answer 
'to the obviously superior and 
controlled game of the Asians, 
who dominated with their accu- 
rate placings and powerful 
smashes. 

It was China all the way — on 
the table and in the stadium. 
Supporters waving Chinese flags 
shouted for China all along amid 
ringing of bells in the packed 
Indira Gandhi Stadium. 

Sweden did not field its top 
player, Jan-Ove Waldner, amid 
reports the European champion 
was suffering fever and exhaus- 
tion. 


Curiously enough, the reigning 
world champion, Jiang Jialang, 
was the only Chinese player to be 
stretched to three games, first 
against Ulf Carlsson, ranked no. 
22 worldwide, and then against 
Erik Lindh. 

Jiang could not find bis 
rhythm, tying at 4-all, 7-all and 
then at 10-all before beating Carl-* 
sson in the first game 21-12. 

The tall, lanky Swede troubled 
the world champ and consistently 
attacked Jiang’s backhand. Carl- 
. sson overpowered the champ 21- 
12 in the second game but bowed 
down in the (fodder to the Jiang 
21 - 12 . 

The second match saw Teng Yi 
blank out Erik Lindh with a 
no-nonsense score of 21-15, 21- 
15. Teng dominated right from 
the start and returned everything 
the young Swede had to offer. 

Lindh mistimed the ball quite 
often, giving his superior oppo- 
nent, ranked as the world's no. 3, 
ample opportunity to deliver 


absolutely fantastic shots. 

Riding high with a 2-0 lead, the 
Asians had no trouble outplaying 
the next Swede in the shape of 
Jorgen Persson. Chen Longcan, 
world’s no. 2, finished Persson 
21-19, 21-14. 

The fourth match saw Jiang 
descend into the arena once again 
for reverse singles against Lindh. 
The exciting first game saw 
Sweden making a determined 
comeback with Lindh bearing the 
champ 21-19. 

But the more consistent game 
of the Chinese prevailed in the 
next two games and Jiang crushed 
Swedish hopes with 21-7, 21-13. 

With a 4-0 lead tucked under 
their belt, the Chinese were 
forced to witness another see-saw 
battle between Chen Longcan 
and Ulf Carlsson. Chen made too 
many mistakes and the Swede led 
11-4 at one point 

Chen took time to adjust to the' 
fast pace of Carlsson who took 
advantage of his height. Bat 
Chen came back, produced a 
deuce and went on to clinch the 
first game 22-20. The next was a 
cakewalk and Chen pocketed it at 
21-10 to establish his country’s 
supremacy in table tennis with an 
awe-inspiring 5-0 victory. 


Top tennis players battle in Florida 


KEY BISCAYNE, Florida (AP) 
— Tim Mayotte defeated Richard 
Schmidt 6-1, 6-1, 7-5 and Gab- 
riela Sabatini of Argentina beat 
Britain's Jo Dune 6-4, 6-1 in 
first-round matches Monday 
night in the Si .8 milli on Interna- 
tional Players Championships. 

The straight-set victories at the 
new International Te nnis Centre 
capped the first day of the two- 
week, Grand Slam-style tourna- 
ment that attracted a field includ- 
ing 98 of the top 100 men and 
women players in the world. 

Mayotte, who won this tourna- 
ment in 1985, is the men's no. 12 
seed. Sabatini is no. 10 in the 
women's bracket. 

Sweden's Catarina Lindqvist, 
the women's 14th seed, defeated 
Wendy White 6-4, 6-4 and Brad 
Gilbert, no. 16 among tbe men, 
crushed Joeyn Rive 6-3, 6-2, 6-4 
in other night matches. 

The highlight of the day was 
Silke Meier’s upset of Manuela 


Maleeva, the 11th seed who 
squandered a number of opportu- 
nities to win a match that lasted 2 
hours. 40 minutes. 

Meier, of West Germany, 
fought back from a double match- 
point deficit in the second set and 
then held off the Bulgarian in the 
decisive third set to earn the 
victory. 

Maleeva, the highest seeded 
player to lose Monday, won the 
first set 6-3 and led the second-set' 
tie-breaker 6-4 before faltering. 

Meanwhile, the men's ninth 
seed, Milos lav Mecir of Czechos- 
lovakia, overpowered Brazilian 
Cassio Motta 6-1 , 6-3, 64) in 70 
minutes to advance to the next 
round. 

Kathy Rinaldi and Lori 
McNeil, the eighth and 14th 
seeds, respectively, in the 
women’s draw, both won their 
opening matches in straight sets 
earlier in the day. 

Canadian Carling Bassett 


wasn’t as fortunate, though, fall- 
ing 4-6, 6-3, 6-3 to Katherine Keil 
to become a victim of an upset in 
the first round of a tournament 
for the second straight week. 

Rinaldi overcame a slow start 
to beat F.lna Reinach of South 
Africa 7-6, 6-3, and McNeil had 
little trouble disposing of Anne 
Smith 6-3, 6-1 on the hard-court 
surface. 

Medr, a finalist in the U.S. 
Open and a quarterfinahst at 
Wimbledon last year, had an 
even easier time with. Motta. 

In other early first-round 
matches, Aaron Krickstein defe- 
ated Matt Anger 6-3, 3-6, 6-3, 
6-2; Jimmy Arias downed Jan 
Gunnarsson 6-2, 3-6, 7-5, 7-5; 
Thierry Tulasne, the men’s 15th 
seed from France, beat Libor 
Pimek of Czechoslovakia 6-1, 6- 
1, 6-2 and Thomas Hogstedt 
knocked fcllcrw Swede Jonas 
Svensson, the men's 17th seed, 
6-4, 64, 7-5. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


English League to shrink by 1 


LONDON (AP) — The planned merger of Queens Park Rangers 
and Fulham soccer dubs will mean that the English Football 
League will shrink next season from 92 to 91 dubs, officials said 
Tuesday. League spokesman Andy Williamson said that although 
one of tbe dubs will disappear, it will not be replaced. Fulham 
chairman David Bulstrode raid on Monday that his Third Division 
dab will merge with Hist Division Qtteens Park Rangers at the 
end of this season and play at Rangers’ Loftus Road Stadium. 
British press reports said Tuesday foe move spelled the end of 
Fulham after lu7 yean* membership of foe league. 


England’s Short wins 5th in Iceland 


REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) — England’s Nigel Short won his 
fifth straight game at the international chess tournament in 
Reykjavik when he beat Helgi Olafcson of Iceland. Short is foe 
only one of the 12 grandmasters competing for foe 532,000 purse 
not to have lost a game so far. Johann Hjartarson of Iceland, 
playing white, beat Viktor Korchnoi, who defected from the 
Soviet Union in 1976 and now plays for Switzerland on Monday. 
Hjartaison’s victory made him foe first Icelander to win a game in 
foe tournament. Jan Timman, of The Netherlands, moved into 
second place, one point behind Short, when he beat Maigeir 
Petursson, of Iceland, in a twice-adjourned game. 

Boxing manager calls for 10-second 
warning 

BASILDON, England (AP) — The manager for International 
Bo xing Federation light-welterweight champion Joe Manley called 
Monday for a 10-second warning before foe start of each round in 
the American's title defence against Britain’s Terry March March - 
4. Bob Mittleman, the manager, said he took foe stand because of 
an incident in Sunday night's fight in suburban London in which 
another Briton, Lloyd Honeyghan, stopped Johnny Bumphus of 
the United States in the second round to retain the IBF and World 
Boxing Council welterweight title. At the start of foe second 
round, Honeyghan roared into Bumphus’ comer while foe 
American rfiallenger was still on his stool and floored Bumphus 
with a combination. The referee ordered Honeyghan back into his 
corner and restarted the round, but Honeyghan stopped Bumphus 
with a right hand 55 seconds later. 

Karpov draws black in chess tnrney 

LINARES, Spain (AP) — Former world chess champion Anatoly 
Karpov plays with the' disadvantageous black pieces in Tuesday’s 
first round of his match with fellow Soviet Andrei Sokolov. 
Karpov, 35, drew black at an opening ceremony here presided 
over by World Chess Federation officials Monday night. The 
winner of the 14-game contest will challenge world champion 
Gam" Kasparov for his title next fall. A ripple of excitement went 
around tbe packed hall at Linares’ Anita! Hotel when it became . 
dear that foe 23-year-old Sokolov, regarded by experts as tbe j 
underdog, would play white. 


Goalie^ claim of dope-taking 
stirs storm in German league 


S. Korea open talks On Olympics with North 


SEOUL. South Korea (AP) — 
Seoul’s chief Olympics organiser 
signalled Tuesday that South 
Korea is open to further give- 
and-take with rival North Korea 
about cooperation in staging the 
1988 Summer Games. 

Park Seh-Jik also said he is 
optimistic foe Soviet' Union will 
partidpate in foe Seoul Olym- 
pics, and he believes South 
Korea's restive students will de- 
ride that foe sports extray aganza 
is too important to this country's 
future for them to disrupt. 

•"Most Koreans regard tbe 
Seoul Olympics as foe most glo- 
rious event in their 5,000-year-old 
history, " Park said. 

The retired major general was 
interviewed by the Associated 
Press in his 13fo-floor office at 
Olympic Centre, a Pagoda-like 
headquarters overlooking the 
Olympic park complex of sta- 
diums and gymnasiums that 
sprawls along the south bank of 
Seoul's broad Hani River. 

Park, a former deputy director 
of South Korea's national intelli- 
gence agency, took over as presi- 
dent of the Seoul Olympic Orga- 


nising Committee last May. 

"Everything is on schedule” 
for next year's games, said the 
solidly built, determinedly upbeat 
ex-soldier. 

Tbe last major construction, of 
a swimming stadium, is well 
under way. Most of foe other 
sports venues were already ready 
and in use when Seoul was host to 
foe Asian Games last fell. 

"All preparations are in foe 
final stages with tbe game 571 
days away." Park said. 

Park said the Olympics' 
budget, which has undergone lit- 
tle public scrutiny in this military- 
dominated nation., is on target. 

A total of S3. 1 billion wiD have 
been spent by foe end of tbe 
games, he said, including 51.4 
billion on a five-year government 
programme of road and subway- 
building and other improvements 
not directly tied to foe Games, 
and $800 million spent by the 
private sector on yachting, gym- 
nasium and other facilities. 

The remaining $900 million, 
expended by foe Seoul Olympic 
Committee, is being generated by 
. foe sale of foreign television 
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rights, Olympic coins, advertising 
and other rights, he said. 

He acknowledged the Seoul 
organisers had hoped for more 
than foe $300 million baric pay- 
ment they are receiving from foe 
National Broadcasting Co. for 
U.S. television rights to the 
Games. 

Bnt otherwise Park mentioned 
only one negative in preparations 
for the Olympics: The language 
problem. 

"Language service is essential, 
and we found some problem 
areas in last year’s Asian 
Games,” be said. 

Organisers plan to train 
hundreds of Koreans as interpre- 
ters of English, French and six 
other foreign languages in time 
for foe Games. 

Communist North Korea long 
has demanded a major role in 
staging the 1988 Olympics, 
awarded by foe International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) to 
Seoul alone, and has threatened 
to lead a boycott by Communist 
nations if its demands axe not 
met. 

Early this month in Switzer- 
land, at foe most recent of a 
series of IOC-sponsored meet- 
ings, the North Koreans said they 
accepted "in principle" an offer 
by foe OIC and South Korea 
under which foe northerners 
would be host to four Olympic 
events — table tennis, archery, a 
cycling road race and some pre- 
liminary soccer matches. 

But foe North Koreans indi- 
cated at foe same time that they 
still want an . additional five or 
six events, a demand the south- 


erners later dismissed. 

In Tuesday’s interview. Park 
was asked whether there might be 
room for additional accommoda- 
tion with the North, perhaps in 
the area of the ceremonial 
arrangements or other non-com- 
petition aspects of foe Games. 

His reply was cautious, but he 
did not reject compromise. 

"That must be discussed in 
further talks to be decided by the 
IOC," he said. -"... We have to 
wait and see — this is an area of 
further discussion." 

Additional North-Sooth talks 
are expected to be scheduled by 
the IOC tins summer. 

As for an East-Bloc boycott, 
Park said he had nothing to re- 
port on a current, secretive mis- 
sion by South Korea's sports 
minister, Lee Sei-Kei, to Eastern 
Europe. 

Bnt, asked whether he believes 
the Soviet Union will attend foe 
1988 Games, Park said, “we are 
quite optimistic.” 

■The Olympics organiser also 
played down the potential for 
South Korean student protests 
during next year’s Seoul events. 
During the Asian Games last 
September, students opposed to 
President Oran Doo-Hwan’s gov- 
ernment took to the streets in 
demonstrations that were broken 
up by riot police and tear gas. 

"Personally, " Park said, "I 
-think the students are conrinj; to 
be aware of bow important the 
Olympus are and how unwise it is 
to behave that way in such a 
critical period... of great oppor- 
tunity for our country to de- 
velop." 


BONN (R) — Allegations that 
West German soccer players take 
dope could (and World Cup goal- 
keeper Harald ‘Toni" Schu- 
macher in trouble with his dub, 
fellow-players and foe national 
federation. 

Schumacher’s claims of dope- 
taking, made in an autobiography 
due to appear next month, caused 
a storm of controversy after ex- 
cerpts were published in the 
magazine Der Spiegel Monday. 

The West German football fed- 
eration (DFB) said it would look 
into whether action should be 
taken against Schumacher for 
bringing the sport into disrepute 
after studying foe book. 

Ironically, a decision on 
whether to take disciplinary mea- 


sures will * be made at a meeting 
on March 6, Schumacher’s 33rd 
birthday. 

National team manager Franz 
Beckenbauer, strongly criticised 
by his captain Schumacher in the 
book, said foe goalkeeper would 
be named today in his squad for a 
special training session next 
month. 

But he hinted that Schumacher 
might well be dropped again after 
*a meeting between Becken- 
bauer and DFB chief Hermann 
Neuberger on Thursday to dis- 
cuss foe situation. 

“What am I going to do if five 
national players say they don’t 
want to play alongside 'Tom’ any 
more?” Beckenbauer said. 


Government, English League 
agree on membership scheme 


Last man to see - 
Mallory alive oil 
Everest dies 

LONDON (R) — Noel Odell, 
tbe last man to see George 
Mallory on Everest before he 
vanished just short of the summit 
during an expedition to the 
world's highest mountain in 1924, 
has died aged 96, the British 
Alpine Gub said Tuesday. 

Odell’s description of his sight- 
ing of Mallory and his partner 
Andrew Irvine gave birth to one 
of mountaineering’s great un- 
solved mysteries — whether one 
or other of them got to the top 29 
years before Sir Edmund Hillary 
and Sherpa Tensing officially 
made foe first ascent. 

Reporting for The Times, 
Odell described what he saw from 
a vantage point high on Everest’s 
north east ridge: 

"The entire summit ridge and 
final peak of Everest were un- 
veiled. My eyes became fixed on 
one tiny blade spot silhouetted on 
a small snow-crest beneath a 
rock-step in foe ridge: foe black 
spot became apparent and moved 
up the snow to join the other on 
the crest. 

"The first then approached foe 
great rock-step and shortly 
emerged at foe top the second did 
likewise. Then foe whole fasci- 
nating vision vanished enveloped 
in cloud once more." 

Mallory and Irvine were never 
seen again but Odell's "fascinat- 
ing virion" has haunted moun- 
taineers ever since. 

Odell -at first believed that the 
pair had probably reached foe top 
but later changed his mind. 


LONDON (AP) — The govern- 
ment and the En glish Football 
League reached agreement on a 
plan to partially introduce sup- 
porters' membership schemes at 
all foe league's 92 grounds in a 
move to combat crowd violence. 

The system, which is expected 
to be introduced by foe start of 
next season, will entail the issue 
of membership cards to cover 
specific areas of each dub’s sta- 
dium. 

The government wanted foe 
clubs to introduce 100 per cent 
membership systems, but foe 
agreement wiD cover at least 50 
per cent of each stadium's 
capacity. 

After a two-hour meeting with 
the qpmster for sport, Richard 
Tracey, the chairman of tile rule- 
making English Football Associa- 
tion, Bert Mfllkhip, said Monday 
the FA could take sanctions 
against any dub which did not 
implement foe systems. 

"The responsibility for disci- 
pline is with the FA and if there 
should be any misbehaviour at a 
ground, and it is shown that foe 
dub has not shown, due dili- 
gence, including not introducing 
a membership scheme, then that 
will be taken into account in tak- 
ing sanctions against the dub. 

*T am obligated to see that 
happens, and we already have the 
ultimate power to ban dubs 
altogether,” Millichip said. 

Phil Carter, president of the 
-Football Leagrte,: winch repre- 


By Nesha Starcevk 
The Associated Press 

FRANKFURT, West Germany 
(AP) — With many top soccer 
stars going to foe rich leagues of 
Italy, France and Spain, foe West 
German dubs have turned to 
little-known Danish players for 
international flair. 

Denmark's reputation as a 
breeding ground for talented soc- 
cer players was bolstered by its 
attacking style at foe World Cop 
in Mexico last summer. 

The West Germans felt the 
force erf foe Danish assault when 
they lost 2-0 in the preliminary 
round. The West Germans went 
on to finish second behind Argen- 
tina, while Denmark tumbled out 
in foe second round. 

The top Danish stars have been 
fetching seven-figure contracts 
abroad since tbe current gifted 
generation shot to prominence at 
the European Championships in 
France in 1984. 

Strikers Preben Elkjaer-Larseu 
and Michael Landrup have both 
gone to Italy to cam big money. 

German dubs have much shal- 
lower coffers. Although their 
league is one of tbe toughest 
competitively in Europe, many 
Bunde&Hga dubs are deep in the 
red. 

The unexpected success at the 
World Cup has helped rebuild 
interest in German soccer at 
home. Recent figures show 
attendance in foe Bundesliga has 
grown this year compared with 
the previous season. 

Bnt while unable to pay for 


seats 'foe dubs, said: "We are 
committed to foe principle of 
working towards foe 50 per cent 
membership for grounds." 

But Carter, who is chairman of 
league leader Evert on, admitted 
that big dubs such as his could 
face problems when it came to 
having to move large numbers of 
ticket-holders in different parts of 
foe stadium. 

Home Office Minister Douglas 
Hogg made it dear that the gov- 
ernment expect firm results from 
foe initiative. He said: “The gov- 
ernment wifi be watdnng how foe 
scheme works, and we will cer- 
tainly be monitoring it. It’s not 
necessarily our last word on the 
subject." 

The government demanded ac- 
tion following major outbreaks of 
violence at domestic games dur- 
ing foe 1984-85 season. Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher came 
out in favour of 100 per cent 
membership systems, but the 
lea gue voted against them. 

First Division Luton Town, 
whose stadium was the scene of 
rioting by visiting Millwall sup- 
porters, pioneered 100 per cent 
membership systems — which 
effectively ban away supporters 
— but ran into trouble with the 
league. 

Luton refused to waive its 
membership scheme to allow 
visiting Cardiff Gra fans to travel 
to a Ljttlewoods Cup game and 
foe league, which governs the 
competition, expelled it from the 
tomrnaihdiit. 


Pakistan objects 
to conditioin of 
Indian pitch 

JAIPUR, India (R) — Conflict 
between Indian and Pakistan offi- - 
cuds over tbe state of tbe pitch 
continued Tuesday when foe ; 
umpires , ruled play in the third 
cricket test was not possible. 

Pakistan captain Imran Khan 
complained daring Monday’s rest 
day that ram had soaked part of 
foe pitdi and after more heavy 
run he and manager Syed Nasser 
Ahmed objetied to the method 
used to dry the pitch. 

In the two days’ {day before tbe 
rest day India made 459 for eight 
and Imran insisted that the match 
should not resume until foe pitdi 
was in the same condition as? 
when the home team batted. - 

Imran and his- manager said ■ 
artificial methods which violated 
playing conditions had been used , 
to dry the pitch. They said they 
had found sawdust on west patch- 
es and foe character of the pitch 
had changed completely. "It is 
now a totally borders’ wicket,” 
Imran said. 

Indian officials said the saw- 
dust on the pitdi had been blown 
there by strong winds. Rantnr 
Singh, secretary of the Indian 
Cricket Control Board, added: 
“We do not accept that the char- 
acter of foe pitch has changed." 

Britain’s Budd 
training again 

LONDON (R) — Zola Budd said ' 
that she had returned to full 
training for the first time for six 
months following four days’ treats 
ment for injuries which she 
feared might end her athletics 
career. 

Budd, who was bom and raised 
in South Africa but runs for 
Britain, said Tuesday she had 
now set her sights on winning foe 
3,000 metres tide at the World 
Championships in Rome in 
September. 

She said it was too late for her 
to consider defending her world 
cross country title in Warsaw next 
month. 

Budd returned to Britain a few 
days ago from Freiburg, West 
Germany, where she was treated 
by Professor Annin KJnmper. 
She said he had dealt with pains 
in her injured right leg with laser 
surgery and injections. 

"I can’t be sure if it is a 
peppanent cure, bui I am back in 
fuff _training,’' she said. 


to Danish players 


big-name imports, the German 
league has been losing its own 
stars to Italy and Spain, and Lately 
France. 

Kaii-Htinz Rummenigge and 
Hans-Peter Briegel long have 
been earning lire. Bemd Schus- 
ter, maybe foe most talented but' 
also foe most controversial Ger- 
man player erf tins generation, 
appears to be at the end of an 
unhappy road in Barcelona, 
where he is not even playing any 
more. 

Pierre LittbarsJri, one of the 
most exciting Bundesliga players 
in recent seasons, resettled into a 
shaky fife with Racing Paris fol- 
lowing foe World Cup. Stylish 
sweeper Kari-Heinz Foerster also 
went to France, the latest country 
to attract big names such as Enzo 
Francescoli, Julio Cesar, Jose 
Brown and other South Amer- 
ican stars. 

With no money available for 
such players, West German dubs 
have rediscovered Denmark as 
the source of seemingly unli- 
mited, and often cheap talent. 

Scandinavians are no strangers 
to the Bundesliga. More than 
three dozens made their Irving in 
the Bundesliga in the previous 
decade. 

Allan Simonsen, tbe pint-sized 
Danish striker, was voted 
Europe’s player of foe year while 
playing with Borussia Moen- 
chengladbach in 1977. 

More recently, Soeren Lerby 
had a distinguished spell with 
Bayern Munich, leading foe 
Bavarians to their title and cop 
double last season. 


But the Danish midfield dyna- 
mo also left for a more profitable 
career with France's Monaco. 

Bayern coach Udo Lattek 
lamented after his dep ar t u re: . 
“It'D be hard to replace Lerby.', 
But we couldn’t stop him, we '■ 
couldn’t match the offer.” • 
Bayern is certainly one of the 
best-supported and sponsored 
Bundesliga dobs. 

The first Danish import to 
come to the Bundesliga after the 
World Cup was Morten Olsen, 
the veteran international sweeper. 
The 37-year-old star, who has just 
been voted Denmark’s player of 
foe year, joined FC Cologne, 
which came into big money by 
selling LittbarskL 

Lars Lnnde then came to 
Bayern from Young Boys Bern of 
Switzerland. Olsen and Lnnde 
cost their dabs more then 
$500,000 each, exceptions to the 
rule. 

Another Vcjle player. Ole, 
MoeOer-Nielsen joined Bochum 
on loan until the end of the 
season for $25,000. Waldhof 
Mannheim paid $100,000 for Bo 
Hvar Joergensen to Broenshoj 
Copenhagen. 

For West German managers, 
there is another reason for bring- 
ing Danish players to their teams: 
bigger attendances. 

As many as 3,000 Danish fens 
travel to nearby northern .Ger- 
man towns per game to Watch 
their countrymen play. The fens 
are probably the best behaved in 
Europe, where crowd troubles' 
have been plaguing the game. 


FOR RENT 

A fully-furnished flat, two bedrooms, two baths, salon and dining 
room, heating and telephone. Ground floor with garden and BBO. 
Located in Shmeisani, near Marriott Hotel. 

For more information please call 662954 after 1:00 p,m. 


HOUSE FOR RENT 

Ground floor house, semi-villa in a building consisting of two floors. 
Separate entrance with a small garden. Consists of three bedrooms, two 
salons, two bathrooms, spacious kitchen, glassed in veranda, separate 
water, electricity and central heating. 

Location: Seventh Circle, Jabal Amman, part of the Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, eastern side, opposite Haddad in Supermarket 

Call: Mr. Hussein Al Sharif at the site or tel: B13537 or 622836 


WANTED TO BUY: 

VHS video camera - American system. Must be self- 
contained cam-type. Magnavox, RCA or similar make. 

Telephone: 812995 


FLAT FOR RENT 

One centrally heated bedroom in Shmeisani for 
rent 

Please call: 661771, 895742. 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 6774201 fCinema 


HEARTBURN 


Performances 13n. 6-00. R JO. KUO 



RAINBOW 


Tel: 6251551 [Cinema 


OPERA 


Tel: 675573" 


[Cinema 


PLAZA 


STECK 


Performances 3: 15. ti'JJ.&JQ. 10:311 


OFF BEAT 


Performances 3J0.&: 15. &30. KUO 


VALACHI 

PAPERS 

Per f or ma nces 3:30, feCO. 830. 10 JO 


Tet: 677423- ’Cinema Tel- 622198' 

RAGHADAN 

^ ' > 

SECRET NINJA 
ROARING' 

tiger 

— ^ ^Performances 12:13. 300. 5.-flC. 
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) “ Following arc the buying and selling rates for 
leadiijg world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday 
ot me London foreign exchange and bullion markets on 
Tuesday. 


One sterling 1.5420/30 

One U.S. dollar . 1.3310/15 
1.8385/95 
2.0765/75 
1-5535/45 
38.05/09 
6.1180/230 
1306.5/1307.5 
153.80/90 
6.5020/70 
6.0320/70 
7.9400/50 

One ounce of gold 401.80/40230 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian Hre 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns . 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Share prices were steady at around Tuesday's 
closing levels in quiet trading, with 1986 profit before tax of 
£1.01 billion from National Westminster B ank helping the 
recovery from earlier lows, dealers said. 

The figures were in line with most expectations but were 
viewed as encouraging as they still topped one billion despite 
the substantial bad debt component of £373 milli on. Natwest 
rose 3p to 620 after a high of 630 on turnover of 4.6 million 
shares. 

By 1530 GMT, the FTSE 100 index was 0.9 points above 
Monday’s dose to 1,940.6, having touched 1,945.2 half an hour 
earlier in response to the higher Wall Street opening. 

Prices had eased earlier on Tuesday in response to Wall 
Street’s self-off after Brazil's suspension of interest payments 
on some two-thirds of its $109 billion of foreign debt. Weakness 
in crude oil prices bad also unsettled shares Tuesday morning. 

But dealers said selling throughout the session bad been fairly 
light and some of the earlier declines could be attributed to 
market makers pushing down prices to coax out sellers in an 
attempt to cover short positions. 





from the Carroll Righter Institute 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, FEB. 25, 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: This can be a day of 
arguments and confrontations. Make a special point to 
control an overwhelming desire to get out from under 
present conditions. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Steer clear of friends who 
irritate you. Don’t try to gain your desires by different 
methods or you lose out. 

TAURUS {Apr. 20 to May 20) Take care you do not 
do something that will cause you stiff resistance in the 
world of business. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Postpone a trip until 
a more opportune time arises. You will be better 
prepared. Don’t make changes now. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) You have a 
responsibility to handle what is annoying to you, but 
take care of it before it gets worse. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) If you are with one whose 
views are different from your own, make sure you do 
not argue. Avoid any and all fights. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to SepL 22} Even though you want 
to modernize your activities, go at a measured pace and 
get much better results. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You want to get into new 
recreations and meet more progressive persons, but this 
won’t work out well now. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) If you are not tactful 
at home the situation there can be quite tense. Not a 
good day for guests. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) You might be 
tempted to say some thoughtless words to those about 
you. This is not wise. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You feel that by 
making changes in some practical affairs you can make 
headway, but it's not so. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You feel malcontent 
and want to jump into something that is not good for 
you, so relax and think clearly. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) A private worry seems 
to be more than you can stand, but think logically and 
you soon can be rid of it. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
have the finest ideas and abilities that one can imagine, 
but tty to keep your progeny as conventional as posable 
The most modem ideas will bring much success during 
this lifetime, so be sure to send this one to the most 
advanced schools. 


THE Daily Crossword byGqhDtan 


ACROSS 
1 Barabi 64 
5 Vwfi forts 
10 Powder 

14 Conle Johnson 

15 Rutter 
IS TUna 

17 Start o* quota 
20 Snake 
71 Author Jong 

22 Pay dirt 

23 Reqidmd 

2S AJadrfn’a find 
27 tutorials 
30 Author of 
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34 Heal word of 


37 Me pan 

38 Gathering 
of friend* 

39 Wander 

41 Skirt feature 

43 A Bttgerakf 

44 Wear away 
46 Author Waugh 
48 Author 



HW 7 T«w tut Senders. Mt 


49 — 

SDSecefc* 

unit 

52 CtcaMx 
MParafat 
58 Some mo 
rftiealfiBd 
81 Teats 

M Homan garments 
B5 End of quota 
88 Med. Mb. 


9 Betel not pain 

10 Faucet 

11 A GvtMm 

12 PtMiidfltoglst 

13 Malacca 
IS Negative 

contraction 
19 Suflooc hit 
24' 


Yesterday's Puzzle Strived: 


70 Saab MK 

71 Daacartaa 

72 Odor 

73 Vattdnuor 

DOWN 

1 Moaheof far. 

2 Wear away 

3 Chopin opus 
4 H*Mm* 

dolt 

5 P oaaeaa 

8 Window pan 

7 AS any Wee 

8 Abuaewfih 


28 Pisplsh brown 
3MI 

29 Shine 

31 Streamlet 

32 Cabbage 

33 Verve 

34 JAM ear 

35 Vagrant 

36 Mart 
33 Guide 
40 WBamtar 

of lamia 
42 Mountain 
45 Ornamentation 
47 Genoa's tand 
50 Certain 
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51 Absconds 


55 Chalcedony 

56 Sample 
57Cbendcal 

compound 
53 At peal 


59 Beach sight 

80 Hardy's pa! 

62 S tringed 
butnaneat 

63 Br. gon 
56 f ~ 

671 


U.K. press war erupts 


LONDON (AP) — Amid 
threats, fireworks and fanfares, 
press wars erupted on the streets 
of London Tuesday with the 
arrival of one new newspaper and 
the revival of another, tripling the 
capital’s evening titles. 

“We aren’t looking for a fight 
but if it is brought to us, as it has 
been, then we won’t lose it,” 
snarled Mr. Robert Maxwell, 
publisher of the new London 
Daily News. 

“We thought it was best to 
come ont blazing with a double 
barrel shotgun,” reported Mr. 
Brian Park, director of corporate 
affairs for Associated Newspap- 
ers Group Ltd., publishers of tbe 
London evening Standard and 
the Evening News, which the 
company has revived afteT six 
years in response to Mr. Max- 
well’s initiative. 

Mr. Maxwell’s all-day London 
Daily News rolled off the presses 
early Tuesday amid a spectacular 

launch fanfar e. 

Copies of tbe paper arrived at 
die headquarters ctf Mr. Max- 
well’s Mirror Group Newspapers 
Ltd. in the early hours of die 
morning and trumpeters of the 
British army's elite life guards 
specially hired for the occasion 
heralded them into the launch 
party. 

Mr. Maxwell, holding up a 
copy of the new paper, declared: 
“It has arrived with a bang. I 


think it is a super paper.” 

The main front page story was 
headlined “New London AIDS 
danger” and said a London man 
has become tbe world's first 
known victim of AIDS contracted 
through a graft. 

Also otftbe front was a picture 
of the £250,000 ($385,000) 
fireworks display over London’s 
River Tham es Monday night that 
formed part of the London Daily 
News launch. 

Inside were stories abont 
Thursday’s parliamentary by- 
election at Greenwich in south- 
east London, a plan to put video 
cameras in London’s 4.000 buses 
to catch graffiti artists, and a 
British doctor working in a Beirut 
refugee camp. 

More than 400 personalities 
from show business, politics and 
industry arrived for the discothe- 
que party marking the launch 
which continued into tbe early 
hours of the morning. 

Guests included former Labour 
Party prime minister Sir Harold 
Wilson, Social Democratic Party 
leader David Owen, Liberal Par- 
ty leader David Steel, and top 
fashion designer Zandra Rhodes. 

Czech-born Maxwell, 63, who 
arrived penniless in Britain in 
1940 and became a hero in World 
War n, w inning the military 
cross, is a former Labour legisla- 
tor. Tbe Socialist tycoon bought 
Minor group newspapers m 1984. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Dubai fair attracts 500 companies 

DUBAI (OPECNA) — Some 500 companies from 20 Arab and 
foreign countries are miring part in Dubai’s 1987 international 
spring fair which opened Monday. Sheikh Hashr AJ Maktoum, 
director of the Dubai information department, said the fair 
offered an opportunity for load businessmen to acquaint 
themselves with the experience of foreign companies. He said 
die participation of such a large number of companies reflected 
the world’s increasing interest in Dubai's economic potential. 
Among hems on display at tbe 12-day fair are light and heavy 
equipment, electronics and furniture. 

N. Yemen parliament approves ’87 
budget 

SANAA (R) — North Yemen's constituent People’s Assembly 
(Parliament) has approved a 1987 budget forecasting a deficit of 
3.72 billion riyals ($310 million), 34 per cent higher than in 1986, 
officials said Tuesday. Tbe budget puts spending at 11.83 billion 
riyals ($995 million), a 19 per cent increase, and revenue at 8.11 
billion riyals ($680 million). North. Yemen's economy is suffer- 
ing from an acute shortage of foreign exchange. Remittances 
from Yemeni workers abroad fell 80 per cent last year to $600 
million,- the lowest -since 1974. Aid from Saudi Arabia, worth 
about $100 million a year,. has also foiled to keep pace with 
Sanaa's expanding budget. But the Red Sea country,' with a 
population of 9.2 million, struck oil in 1984 and hopes to start 
exports of 200,000 barrels a day next year. 

Philippine Airlines expands M.E. routes 

MANILA (AP) — Philippine Airlines will expand its Middle 
East operations by opening a twice-weekly service from Manila 
to Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, tbe firm announced Monday. An 
announcement said tbe flight will leave Manila on Thursdays 
and Sundays using D.C.-10 aircraft and return the same days via 
Dubai in die United Arab Emirates. Some 200,000 Filipinos 
work in Saudi Arabia, 41 per cent of them in tbe Riyadh area. 

BADEA lends Guinea Bissau $6 million 

KHARTOUM, Sudan (AP) — Tbe Arab Bank for Economic 
Development in Africa (BADEA) agreed Monday to give 
Guinea Bissau a $6 million loan to help finance construction of a 
road project. The Khartoum-based bank said in a statement that 
the loan, equivalent to 38.6 per cent of the project cost, is 
repayable over 15 years noth an interest rate of five per cent and 
a grace period of three years. 


UAE banks improve performance 


ABU DHABI (I£) — Bank profits in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) are showing signs of recovery as 
cost cutting and new services start to counter the 
burden of bad and doubtful loans, bankers said 
Tuesday. 


The UAE's economy came 
under strong pressure last year as 
oil revenues slipped to the lowest 
level in more than a decade. 

But despite tbe recession 
spreading throughout the Middle 
East, many UAE banks were 
able to record a marginal im- 
provement in 1986 earnings. 

Bankers said they were able to 
offset tbe impact of stagnation in 
key sectors of industry and of a 
large number of non-performing 
loans burdening their balance 
sheets. 

Nineteen local banks and 30 
foreign bank branches serve a 
population of 1.6 million in what 
bankers have often described as 
the world’s most overbanked 
country. 

Profits were badly hit in 1985 
by the need to make provisions 
on loans contracted during the oil 
boom years of the 1970s. 

The central bank estimated 
early last year that banks had 


salted away eight billion dirhams 

S 2.2 billion) for bad and doubt- 
l debts, one quarter of total 
outstanding loans to tbe private 
sector. 

Bankers said that although pro- 
visions remained high last year, 
recovery set in and there was 
little new bad debt. 

“The worst is behind us. The 
credit situation certainly in the 
foreign banking sector has been 
controlled and adequately pro- 
vided for,” said Mr. David Smith, 
UAE general manager for Grin- 
dlays Bank. 

Local banks also said they have 
provided for most of their prob- 
lem and Joans and would be able 
to reduce significantly the need 
for provisions in 1987. 

Throughout the banking sec- 
tor, staff and expenses have been 
cut dramatically and new services 
have been introduced. 

“We’ve improved our perform- 
ance by adjusting to a leaner 


economic climate,” said Mr. Sul- 
tan Nasser A1 Suweidi, managing 
director of Abu Dhabi Commer- 
cial Bank, formed in 1985 from 
die merger of three ailin g Abu 
Dhabi banks. 

“Revenues have held np while 
costs have been rationalised.” be 
noted. 

Retail facilities have been en- 
hanced with automatic teller 
machines and credit cards. Treas- 
ury operations have expanded. 

Banks have also started intro- 
ducing a range of investment ser- 
vices aimed at tapping the UAE’s 
enormous private wealth, in- 
cluding equity and money market 
funds and portfolio management. 

' “There is still a lot of room for 
private banking,’' said one bank- 
er. “The country is one of the 
world's wealthiest yet local in- 
vestment opportunities are 
small.” 

But bankers caution that new 
sources of foods are a small con- 
solation to banks heavily bur- 
dened with bad loans and unable 
to find new creditworthy bor- 
rowers. 

Last year was not without its 
problems. The Dubai-based A1 
Shirawi group defaulted on debts 


of 300 million dirhams ($82 mil- 
lion) to 40 banks and is now 
engaged in restructuring talks. 

Sharjah-based b anks say they 
encountered fresh difficulties re- 
lated to a sharp drop in that 
emirate’s oil and gas income; 

Uncertainty continues over the 
status of interest under UAE law, 
which outside Dubai recognises 
only simple interest of at most 12 
per cent for corporate and nine 
per cent for personal loans. 

Two foreign banks are being 
sued in an Abu Dhabi court for a 
refund of interest debited from an 
overdraft account in accordance 
with accepted banking practice. 

Bankers said hearings had been 
repeatedly postponed pending a 
political derision on tbe religious- 
ly-charged issue from tbe coun- 
try's nders. 

Interest is forbidden by Islam 
and a ministerial committee 
appointed to study reform of in- 
terest rate laws does not yet 
appear to have made headway. 

In the meantime, many bankers 
are hesitant to lend to any but 
their most-trusted clients for fear 
that interest charges may be chal- 
lenged later in court. 


Agreement buoys dollar 


LONDON (R) — The weekend 
Paris agreement among leading 
industrial nations to stabilise ex- 
change rates buoyed the dollar on 
world foreign exchanges 
Tuesday. 

Gold bullion prices drifted 
down. Worries on Latin Amer- 
ican debt foiled to scare investors 
into the “safe haven” of gold. 

Bank stocks have been affected 
by the debt situation and they led 
a retreat on Wall Street Monday 
night. Shares in Europe Tuesday 
were generally slightly lower, but 
the Tokyo stock market average 
rose. (XI prices remained weak. 

The dollar was fixed in Frank- 
furt Tuesday at 1.8388 marks — 
about a pfennig higher than Mon- 
day — and traded around 153.85 
Japanese yen, about where it 
dosed in New York Monday 
night. Gold was fixed in London 
Tuesday morning at $401.95 an 
ounce, down from $403.75 
Monday. 

The dollar has risen from 1.82 
marks and 153.50 yen last Friday, 
before the United States, Japan, 
West Germany, France, Britain 
and Canada, meeting in Paris on 
Sunday, agreed to stabilise cur- 
rency values. 

Currency dealers believe they 
clinched a secret pact for their 
central banks to intervene and 
buy dollars if the dollar resumes 
the decline that, in two years, has 
taken- it down by about 40 per 
cent in value against other major 
currencies. 

But dealers say markets may 
soon test their resolve. They say 
economic realities, chiefly a huge 
U.S. trade deficit of $170 billion 
last year, and record surpluses in 
Japan and West Germany, argue 
that the dollar has to continue to 
weaken. 

If new U.S. trade figures, due 
on Friday, are bad, dollar selling 
may resume. 

The British pound sterling 
gained Tuesday, helped by pros- 
pects of a tax-cutting March 17 


budget. 

The decision by Brazil, the 
third world’s biggest debtor, last 
week to suspend interest pay- 
ments to its bank creditors failed 
to ring enough alarm bells in the 
markets to start a stampede into 
gold. 

Bank shares did, however, lead 
a retreat on Wall Street Monday, 
night, when the Dow Jones in- 
dustrial average tumbled 18.71 
point? to 2^16.54. Selling spread 
to other sectors as investors 
cashed in gains after a record- 
breaking rally last week. 

But when the Far East started 
business Tuesday, Tokyo shares 
advanced in heavy trading and 
the market average dosed 135.98 
up at 20,076.48. Nippon Tele- 
graph and Telephone, the state 
enterprise in which shares were 
lately sold off, led the way. 

Bank shares were still under 
pressure in Frankfurt — Deuts- 
che Bank fen 10 marks to 636 — 
and share values in Paris were 
afro slightly lower. .. 

London stocks opened easier. 
But banks were helped when the 
National Westminister Bank be- 
came the first British bank to 
report profits exceeding a billion 
pounds. It said 1986 pre-tax pro- 
fits were £1.01 billion ($1.55 bil- 
lion) after £804 million ($1.24 
billion) in 1985. 

Its shares rose six pence to 623. 
Oil shares eased in London, 
meanwhile prospects for cheaper 
crude oil were a factor that also 
undermined the gold bullion 
price Tuesday. 

Gold loses some of its lure if 
there is no whiff of oil-led infla- 
tion in the air. 

Tbe spot, free market price of 
British Brent crude oil, a widely- 
traded variety, was around $16.70 
a barrel Tuesday morning — well 
down on the average $18 which 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) is 
trying to maintain by means of 
curbs on its production. 
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GCC warns of harsh 
measures on oil prices 


KUWAIT (OPECNA) — Inter- 
national oil companies will face 
“harsh collective measures” by 
the six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) if they try to force 
member states into selling their 
crude at less than the official 
price, Kuwaiti Oil Minister Ali 
Khalifa A1 Sabah warned here 
Monday. 

Speaking on his return from 
Doha, where he attended Sun- 
day's meeting of GCC ofl minis- 
ters, Sheikh AJ Sabah said agree- 
ment was reached on collective 
steps to face any attempts by 
international oil companies to 
create marketing problems for 
member countries’ crudes. 

He said the six would refuse to 
sell additional quantities of crude 
above the amounts originally con- 
tracted by any ofl company which 
refused to deal with GCC mem- 
bers or applied pressure for sales 
at less than the official OPEC 
price. 

“If any, or more. GCC mem- 
bers encounter marketing diffi- 


culties with an international cus- 
tomer, we will establish urgent 
contact and meet immediately to 
tackle the situation,” Sheikh A1 
Sabah was quoted by the Kuwait 
News Agency (KUNA) as saying. 

He also reiterated the deter- 
mination of GCC members to 
adhere to OPEC’s production 
and pricing accord reached in 
Geneva last December. 

Hie GCC groups OPEC mem- 
bers Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates, 
together with non-OPEC produc- 
ers B ahrain and Oman. 

Meanwhile, a new study by 
U.S. energy specialists has pre- 
dicted that over the next decade , 
OPEC may gain greater control 
of the world oil market than it 
exercised during the 1970s. 

The survey, conducted by ex- 
perts from the National Pet- 
roleum Council at the request of 
Energy Secretary John Herring- 
ton, warns that American de- • 
pendence on imported oil will 
reach 60 per cent by 1995. 


Indonesia wants to sell 
two state-owned hotels 


JAKARTA (R) — Cash-strap- 
ped Indonesia Tuesday put two 
state-owned hotels on the mar- 
ket. the first offerings in a cam- 
paign to sell off loss-making en- 
terprises. 

Tourism, Post and Telecom- 
munications Minister Achmad 
Tahir told reporters after meeting 
President Suharto they were the 
Putri Bali Hotel on the holiday 
island of Bali, and the Samudra 
Hotel on the Indian Ocean shore 
south of Jakarta. 

He said the Putri Bali Hotel, 
which is only three years old, is 
on offer because the government 
cannot afford to pay off its invest- 
ment In tbe luxury bcachside re- 


sort. Tbe Samudra Hotel, he 
said, needs to be completely re- 
novated. 

Indonesia has 215 state-owned 
companies. President Suharto has 
ordered all ministries supervising 
state concerns to report on them 
by the end of the month and is 
setting up a special team to ex- 
amine which could be privatised. 

Mr. Tahir was apparently the 
first minister to finish his study. 
Officials have said the state-own- 
ed teleco mm u n ications company, 
electricity company, tbe nationidl 
airline G-aruda Indonesia and tbe 
giant Pertamina oil company wifi 
not be sold. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Henris 



'Looks like the cold and flu season 
is here again!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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TOW wrongs me a raaa letters to 
fonn the surprise answer, as auo- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's j Jumbles: QUEEN B3JJE BISHOP MAGPE 

I Answer: A fishe rman s omaBme s stands sf whfa feh- 
ing. but more often does Ms — UK 










5 killed in series of 
Filipino rebel attacks 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) — Communist rebels 
launched attacks Tuesday in four areas of metropoli- 
tan Cebu city, killing five people and wounding four 
others, two of them children, the military reported. 


Ihe attacks in the country's 
third-largest metropolitan area 
occurred the day before nation- 
wide celebrations marking the 
first anniversary of the overthrow 
of ex-President Ferdinand 
Marcos. 

A rebel statement accused 
President Corazon Aquino's gov- 
ernment of turning its back on the 
spirit of the anti-Marcos revolu- 
tion, which it described as “a 
struggle for basic social change." 

“It has twisted this mandate to 
weaken the people's democratic 
gains, deprive them of their bard- 
won victories, and instead further 
stabilise the rule of U.S. interest 
and the same traditional elite in 
the country." said the Commun- 
» r-domina ted National Democra- 
tic Front (NDF). 

In the capital, Manila, troops 
in full combat gear took positions 
around broadcast stations and 
other strategic centres because oi 
reports the rebels or Marcos 
loyalists might try to dismpt the 
celebrations. 

Brig.-Gen. Romulo Querubin, 
commander of the Cebu area, 
said two men were killed and two 
women and two children wound- 
ed when rebels lobbed a grenade 
into a school and sprayed it with 
automatic weapons fire some 12 
kilometres south of the city 
centre. 

Officials said about 30 farm 
families had been staying in the 


school after their village was 
evacuated recently because of 
fears of a rebel attack. 

Gen. Querubin said the three 
other victims — a constabulary 
soldier, a retired policeman and 
another man — were killed in 
their homes by rebels during 
separate attacks early Tuesday. 

The general blamed a locally 
prominent rebel priest, the Rev. 
Rustic© Tan, for the killing s. 
Gen. Querubin said helicopter- 
bome troops and police had been 
sent to rebel hideouts in the 
mountains near the city, 57 5 
kilometres south east of Manila, 
but had found no guerrillas. 

Gen. Querubin said the rebels 
had threatened to stage attacks 
Wednesday in the city's Fuente 
Osmena Park, site of local 
celebrations marking Mrs. 
Aquino's first year in office. 

In Manila, officials have 
announced plans for a day of 
fireworks, flag-raisings, speeches 
and dancing on Edsa Boulevard 
Wednesday. Last year, hundreds 
of thousands of anti-Marcos de- 
monstrators massed along Edsa 
from Feb. 22-25 to prevent the 
military from attacking troops 
that mutinied against Marcos, 
triggering the “people power” 
revolution. 

Military sources, speaking on 
condition they would not be iden- 
tified, said units had been de- 
ployed around state and private 


television stations, the main pow- 
er station, the waterworks and 
the northern and southern entr- 
ances to the capital. 

The government-run Philip- 
pine News Agency said desk- 
bound soldiers would be sent 
from their offices into the streets 
Wednesday with combat units to 
augments security. 

The Philippine Armed Forces 
went on full alert Sunday as a 
precaution after reports that Mar- 
cos supporters or Communist re- 
bels might try to disrupt the 
celebrations. 

In a television interview Mon- 
day night. Chief of Staff Gen. 
Fidel . Ramos admitted some 
groups within the armed forces 
might try moves against the gov- 
ernment. But he described pros- 
pects for success as “less than 1 
per cent” because of public sup- 
port for Mrs. Aquino. 

“There are still a few fragments 
(within the military) that are 
probably still discontented or dis- 
gruntled because of the dramatic 
changes that have taken place 
during the past year,” said Gen. 
Ramos, who is credited with 
blocking at least five plots against 
the Aquino government. 

“What Is happening in the 
armed forces is truly a reflection 
of what is happening in govern- 
ment and society itself,” Gen. 
Ramos added. 

In other developments, the 
military commander of the West- 
ern Visayas Islands. Brig.-Gen. 
Domingo Rio, said he had 
ordered an “all-out operation" 
against Communist rebels on the 
islands of Negros and Panay. 


47 missing after Solomon 
Islands ferry capsizes 


SYDNEY. Australia (AP) — An 
inter-island barge sank in shark- 
infested waters of the Solomon 
Islands last week, and only two 
people of the 49 on board are 
known to have survived, author- 
ities said Tuesday. 

The Australian High Commis- 
sion in Honiara said the 87 ton 
(78-metric ton) “Vula,” on char- 
ter to the Australian Foxwood 
Timber Co., capsized in stormy 
weather Thursday during the 80- 
kilometre trip from Honiara to 
Isabel Island. 

“They’re missing, presumed 
dead,” Perry Head, third secret- 
ary of the Australian High Com- 
mission in Honiara, told the 
Associated Press in a telephone 
interview. 

Mr. Head said sharks inhabit 
the waters of the Solomon Is- 
lands, an archipelgo of 240,000 
people in the Western Pacific off 
Paupa New Guinea. 

Australian Associated Press 
meanwhile said marine officials 
coordinating air and search res- 


MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — A 
Soviet spokesman says the TV 
miniseries Amerika. which de- 
picted a Soviet occupation of the 
United States, was as boring as a 
19th century Russian novel and 
moved Americans in the wrong 
direction. 

"It’s a very sad commentary on 
the state of our mutual under- 
standing, or maybe I would better 
say mutual misunderstanding,” 
Soviet Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Gennadi Gerasimov said 
on the ABC Television Net- 
work's “Viewpoint” programme 
Monday night. 


cue efforts indicated one life raft 
had sunk and another, carrying 
five women and seven children, 
was missing. 

The news agency said the two 
known survivors washed up Sun- 
day on Ndai bland and told 
officials that five women and 
seven children were still adrift. 

Mr. Head said the Vula carried 
nine crew and 40 passengers, 
along with two bulldozers and 
other heavy equipment, when it 
sank. 

Mr. Head said two Australian 
airplanes were searching a 
45,000-square- kilometre area ab- 
out 48 kilometres north of 
Malaita Island. He said seven 
boats had joined the search effort 
but found no trace so far of other 
survivors or life rafts. 

The Vula was last seen floating 
upside down on Saturday morn- 
ing, Australian Associated Press 
reported. The news agency said 
the only items sighted since were 
some fuel drums, an oil slick and 
an empty life jacket. 


In a panel discussion, Mr. 
Gerasimov said the ABC 
miniseries reinforced stereotypes 
and misconceptions about the 
Soviet Union and its leaders’ in- 
tentions. Mr. Gerasimov spoke 
via satellite from Moscow. 

The panel discussion at the 
University of Minnesota was a 
follow-up to Amerika, which con- 
cluded Sunday after a 14ta-hour 
run over seven days. 

Amerika has ended after scor- 
ing viewer audience ratings con- 
siderably lower than the ABC 
Network had hoped. 


Seoul places 
dissident 
leader under 
house arrest 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
Authorities placed dissident lead- 
er Kim Dae-Jung and eight of his 
supporters under house anest 
Tuesday, one day before a sche- 
duled protest rally by opposition 
groups, aides to Mr. Kim said. 

Several busloads of police were 
deployed around Mr. Kim’s 
home in Western Seoul early in 
the morning to keep him from 
participating in the rally, sche- 
duled for Wednesday at the head- 
quarters of the Council for the 
Promotion of Democracy, the 
aides said. 

Similar restrictions were taken 
against eight council members, 
they said, while police lines were 
put in place at entrances to the 
council building. 

There was no confirmation 
from police or other authorities, 
but dissident sources said they 
had ' been told the measures 
would continue until after the 
rally scheduled for Wednesday 
afternoon. 

The sources said the rally was 
to protest what they called fab- 
rication of prO- Communist 
charges against dissidents and 
torture. 

The torture issue emerged fol- 
lowing the death of a 21 -year-old 
university student last month 
while he was undergoing police 
interrogation. 

Dissident and opposition lead- 
ers long have maintained that 
government authorities make 
widespread charges of pro-Com- 
munism or leftist actions by dissi- 
dents to quell criticism of tbe 
government. 

The government of President 
Chun Doo-Hwan has countered 
that there has been an increased 
radicalisation of student activists 
and other dissidents. In some 
cases, the government has 
charged, dissidents have taken 
positions that echo or support 
those of North Korea. 

On Tuesday, the office of the 
prosecution announced that 17 
people had been arrested and 
another 24 were being sought for 
allegedly organising a pro-Com- 
rnunist ring. 

The announcement said the 
arrested included three university 
lecturers and a number of former 
student dissidents, who were ac- 
cused of spreading leftist ideology 
and indoctrinating labour groups 
with anti-American, pro-North 
Korean themes. 

Similar actions have occurred 
in recent months as government 
authorities announced the discov- 
ery of what they say are dissident 
moves aimed at undermining so- 
cial stability and promoting leftist 
causes. 

Human rights groups have 
claimed there are about 2,000 
people held as political prisoners 
or prisoners of conscience in 
South Korea. Government offi- 
cials long have maintained there 
are no political prisoners in the 
country. 

The Council for the Promotion 
of Democracy, site of the sche- 
duled protest rally, is an umbrella 
organisation of political opposi- 
tion, dissident, human rights and 
I religious activist groups. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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DEAR MIL 

Q. — Now thmt yon have adopted 
(at Iona la»t) a five-card- major 
bidding system, there arises a 
small bat controversial problem 
about bow to open a bond with 
five clubs and five spades. The 
bidding authorities seem to dif- 
fer on this subject. The good 
players at my local Insist that 
yon should always bid the five- 
card major first. 

What Is your sage advice? 
Would the strength of each suit 
matter, or would point count de- 
ride your choice? Would vulnera- 
bility and position at the table 
influence you? — 5.IL, South 
Windsor, Conn. 

A. — There are almost as many 
opinions on this point as there are 
experts. One group firmly believes 
that you should open one club. An- 
other. including such internation- 
alists as Edgar Kaplan, editor of 
“The Bridge World,” always opens 
one spade. 

We fall somewhere between the 
two. With minimum opening bids 
or very strong hands, we believe in 
opening one club. With a minimum 
opening bid, that Is to allow us to 
show both suits and our distribu- 
tion while keeping the bidding as 
low as possible. With- very strong 
hands, we open one club to make it 
as easy os possible for partner to 
enter the auction; he might be able 
to scrape up a response over one 
club, but not over one spade. 


GOREN 

That leaves the In-between 
hands. Those we elect to open one 
spade so we can make a high re- 
verse of three dubs should partner 
make a two-over-one response. 

That gives partner a pretty accu- 
rate picture of our strength, and 
we might be able to complete the 
description of the distribution 
with our next bid. 

What are the advantages of this 
method over any other? I really 
don't belfeve it makes much differ- 
ence which way you play. What is 
important is that you and your 
partner agree on which method 
you are going to adopt, so you do 
not have any partnership 
misunderstanding. 

Q. — (This letter was addressed 
to Omar Sharif). Please give me 
information about Charles 
Goren. f was Informed that he 
was deceased, but I cannot be- 
lieve that If that were the case 
the column would appear as by 
“Goren on Bridge, by Charles EL 
Goren and Omar Sharif.** — B.L. 
Gering, Neb. 

A. — Like Mark Twain, 1 am de- 
lighted to be able to reply that the 
reports of my demise have been 
greatly exaggerated. This despite 
the efforts of some of my partners 
over the years to do me in. In any 
event, old bridge players never die; 
they simply pass away. 


Soviets compare Amerika 
to boring Russian novel 


Shultz praises Gorbachev reforms, 


says. Lebanon ‘must be quarantined 7 


WASHINGTON (R) — Secret- 
ary of State George Shultz has 
said Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev was taking a major step 
with his reform dnve and was to 
be applauded. 

But Mr. Shultz, addressing 
educators at a State Department 
conference, said questions re- 
mained about bow deep the re- 
forms would go or whether they 
would last. 

'T think it is dear that Mr. 
Gorbachev is an extraordinary 
able, intelligent, hard driving 
man and he sees the need for 
some reforms in the Soviet sys- 
tem and he was taken some major 
steps," he said. 

“I suppose you convince your- 
self that they are major steps by 
the fact that he has gotten a 
negative reaction from a lot of the 
so-called bureaucracy that will 
have to change. If there weren't 
any reaction, you'd probably 
have to say, ‘well, he didn’t do 
anything.' 

“It's a question, though, how 
deep the reforms will go, whether 
or nor the system itself will be 
shifted in any substantia] way, 
and the staying power of it,'’ Mr. 
Shultz said. 

“Nevertheless, I think it's dear 
enough there is a move toward 
more openness and there are 
important changes and it is a 
fascinating thing to watch and 
something basically to be ap- 


plauded” he added. 

Mr. Shultz said there was still 
a “mixed picture” on human rights 
issues in die Soviet Union, which 
the United States believed were 
important indicators of change. 

He welcomed the release over 
the last few weeks of some 150 
Soviet political prisoners, includ- 
ing some activists well known 
abroad. 

Mr. Shultz Monday applauded 
the arrest of four leaders of die 
Action Directe guerrilla group in 
France. 

U I think it's outstanding...,” 
Mr. Shultz said of tbe arrests. He 
described Action Directe as “a 
terrorist group.” 

Mr. Shultz praised Western 
Europe for racieasing the fight 
against terrorism. 

He also said Arab Nations 
“bad privately welcomed” the 
U.S. bombing raid on Libya last 
April, and he compared war- 
ravaged Lebanon to a place suf- 
fering from a plague that bad to 
be quarantined. 

“Things have improved with re- 
spect to Libya and (its leader 
Muammar) Qadhafi since we put 
an exclamation point behind our 
sentiments there,” he said of last 
year's raid in retaliation for what 
Washington alleges was Col. 
Qadhafi’ s support for interna- 
tional terrorism. 

He said the results of the raid 
bad disproved those who said it 


would be counterproductive by 
obliging Arab Nations to proc- 
laim their solidarity with ubya. 

“They didn’t. They said we 
■ should have done more. They 
didn’t say that openly, they said 
that quietly,” Mr. Shultz said 
without naming any nation. 

He repeated that while the 
United States “is not looking 
around for ways to use force,” 
those backing terrorism should be 
aware that “there are situations 
where we will use force and we 
have the will and ability to do it.” 

He did not suggest that Leba- 
non was such a case and gave no 
dues to possible U.S. moves to 
free nine Americans held hostage 
by groups there, although he re- 
peated that Washington would 
not pay ransom for the captives. 

“Personally, I liken it to a place 
that has the plague as Europe did 
in the middle ages," be said. 

“We have to maintain faith 
with the Lebanese people and to 
show our readiness to help them. 
But there is a certain need for a 
kind of quarantine there,” he 
said. 

He welcomed as an example of 
actions necessary to isolate the 
country the refusal of insurance 
companies to give coverage to air 
tines flying to Beirut, which he 
described as a completely un- 
policed airport. 

“It’s a time bomb flying into 
your country when something 
flies from there,” be said. 


Another group of Soviet 
emigres returns from U.S. 


MOSCOW (R) — More than 40 
Soviet emigres arrived in Moscow 
from the United States after de- 
ciding they did not tike the Amer- 
ican way of life, the Soviet News 
Agency (TASS) reported 
Tuesday. 

TASS said the latest group 
brought to about 200 the number 
of former Soviet citizens who bad 
returned to their homeland since 
the authorities began issuing re- 
entry permission to emigres late 
last year. 

The group was composed of 
Jews, Russians and Moldavians. 

“Yes, American shops offer 
consumers a wider range of goods 
titan Soviet shops do,” Iosif 
Zarov, a 41-ryear-old driver who 
emigrated 10 years ago, was 


quoted as saying by TASS. 

“But there are none of my 
friends there, my Leningrad 
street, everything I was used to 
since childhood. So no earnings 
— and I made good money in the 
States — can compensate for all 
this.” 

The Soviet media and officials 
have given wide publicity to re- 
turning emigres in an apparent 
effort to counter Western critic- 
ism of restrictions on emigration 
from the country. 

Oleg Romanenko, a Foreign 
Ministry official who has been 
coordinating the return of former 
citizens, said last week that Soviet 
consulates had been flooded with 
requests for re-entry. 


U.S. counterinsurgency 
expert dies at age of 79 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Re- 
tired U.S. Air Force Maj.-Gen. 
Edward G. Lansdale, a pioneer 
counterinsurgency expert and 
civae adviser to leaders of the 
Philippines and South Vietnam, 
died Monday. He was 79. 

Gen. Lansdale, who had been 
suffering from a heart ailment, 
died in his sleep at his home in 
suburban Virginia. 

His exploits as a counterin- 
surgency' and covert action spe- 
cialist brought Gen. Lansdale 
attention to the point that he 
became the inspiration for two 
novels — tbe Quiet American by 
Graham Greene and the Ugly 
American by Eugene Bnrdick 
and William J. Lederer. 

Gen. Lansdale pioneered the 
concepts of military civic action 
programmes and psycho logical 
operations to undermine popular 
support of the leftist Huk rebel- 
lion in the Philippines during the 
1950s. 

Serving as military adviser to 
Defence Minister Ramon Mag- 
saysay, Gen. Lansdale empba- 


sisod that the insurgency had to 
be fought with a four-point 
strategy focusing on social, poli- 
tical, economic and military fac- 
tors. 

He was said to have told Mag- 
saysay about the broader context' 
of the Huk insurgency, “if I had 
to live in such conditions, I would 
be a Communist too.” 

Gen. Lansdale continued to be 
Magsaysay's mentor after his 
election to the presidency of tbe 
Philippines in 1953. When Mag- 
saysay implemented Gen. Lans- 
dale’s programme, the Huk in- 
surgency withered with relatively 
tittle bloodshed. 

In South Vietnam, Gen. Lans- 
dale urged a similar multipronged 
approach, which he believed 
“would take the cause away from 
tbe guerrillas." 

Help from Gen. Lansdale and 
the CIA was key in the rise to 
power of South Vietnamese Pres- 
ident Ngo Dinh Diem. 

Gen. Lansdale served as chief 
of CIA covert operations in In- 
dochina. 


U.S. general defends 
troubled B-1B bomber 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
chief of the U.S. Strategic Air 
Cbmmand has defended the B-1B 
bomber but said its development 
was behind schedule and it 
needed better defences. 

In testimony to a Senate panel. 
Air Force General John Chain 
and three senior pilots generally 
praised the aircraft, a centrepiece 
of President Reagan’s military 
modernisation programme. 

“The B-1B is ... the best war- 
plane today on anybody's side 
and it's going to be a better war- 
plane tomorrow,” said Gen. 
Chain. 

But he said development was 
behind schedule and that the B- 
1B needed better electronic coun- 
ter-measure (ECM) defences be- 
fore it could become fully effec- 
tive. 

The B-IB, designed to pene- 
trate Soviet air defences with 
nuclear bombs and short-range 
missiles, has been criticised as an 
expensive, unreliable craft that 
has suffered fuel leaks and, 
according to press reports, mid- 
air stalling. 

Gen. Chain told the Senate 
Subcommittee on Strategic 
Forces and Nuclear Deterrence 
that more time was needed for 
testing and development and that 
he was concerned at “getting the 
ECM capability up to the stan- 


dard that we would tike.” 

He said be was confident a 
remedy would be found, bnt said 
work had been complicated by 
improvements the Soviet Union 
had made to its air defences. He 
did not elaborate. 

. Asked if tbe fuel leak trouble 
had been fixed, Gen. Chain 
nodded. 

But a knowledgeable congres- 
sional aide told Reuters that 
according to his information the 
plane still was plagued by fuel 
leak problems. 

One of the pilots, Colonel 
Mike Kenny, who has spent more 
than 400 hours flying the B-IB 
was asked if he would rather fly a 
B-52 bomber, the predecessor of 
the B-IB. 

“I feel that there is no compari- 
son,” he said. “A B-52 is not 
capable of descending rapidly, of 
accelerating rapidly, of flying low 
to the ground, of weaving its way 
in and out through the country- 
ride, of striking a target as accur- 
ately and getting you out of there 
quickly and home.” 

Another pilot. Major Mike 
Elliott, denied reports that tbe 
craft stalled in nrid-fiight, and a 
third. Captain Fred Strain, 
praised the B-IB. 

Twenty-nine of the craft have 
been deployed out of a planned 
force of 100 costing $20.5 billion. 


4 candidates 
nominated 
for Oxford 
University’s 
top post 

LONDON (AP) — For the first 
time since 1224, more than two 
people are vying for the presti- 
gious post of Chancellor of Ox- 
ford University. And there's a 
political flavour to the race to 
succeed the late Harold Mac- 
Millan. 

The candidates are Edward 
Heath, a former Conservative 
prime minister; Roy Jenkins, a 
founder of tteSotial Democratic 
Party; IxtnT Biake, a historian 
and the soon-to-iretire provost of 
Queen's College at Oxford; and 
Dr. Mark Payne, an unexpected 
dark-horse candidate. 

The nomination of Dr. Payne, 
a general practitioner from War- 
wickshire, came in Monday after- 
noon shortly before the first 
deadline for niminees. 

“We understand he believes 
higher education needs a good 
shakeup, and he would be a re- 
forming chancellor,” said Anne 
Lonsdale, spokeswoman for the 
university. 

The post, however, carries no 
administrative power, and the 
chancellor has only a prestigious 
pulpit from which to urge changes 
in the ancient centre of learning, 
currently borne to about 12.000 
students. 

The chancellor's unpaid job is 
to preride over ceremonies award- 
ing honorary degrees in the sum- 
mer or at other times when visit- 
ing beads of state are honoured. 
The vice chancellor. Sir Patrick 
Neill, dqes the actual running of 
the university. 

However, the position carries 
great prestige and there have 
been sharp campaigns in the past 
to woo the eligible voters — those 
who hold Oxford Master of Arts 
or higher degrees. 

More than 30,000 are eligible 
to vote but only about a 10 per 
cent turnout is expected because 
electors have to vote in person in 
Oxford, wearing an academic 
gown. 

The vote .will be on March 12 
and March 14, and it is possible 
for eligible voters still to nomin- 
ate other candidates until March 
2, though the candidates with the 
most backing were expected to 
have emerged in the first round. 

Oxford was established in the 
12th century, and there have 
been 192 chancellors since 1224 
when a papal envoy granted tbe 
university a charter. 

Available records indicate 
there have never been more than 
two candidates, though spokes- 
woman Mrs. Lonsdale conceded 
that knowledge of how campaigns 
were conducted in medieval times 
could be faulty. 

The current campaign got 
under way quietly soon after the 
death last Dec. 29 of MacMillan, 
a former Conservative Prime 
Minister who was chancellor for 
alsmot 27 years. 

Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher’s name was raised in 
some early newspaper stories spe- 
culating on who would run for the 
chancellorship, but she was not 
nominated. 

Mrs. Thatcher is not popular in 
higher-education circles. Oxford 
dons voted against granting her 
an honorary degree two years ago 
to protest the level of government 
support for universities. 
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Teen preacher weds couple 

CHICAGO (AP) — As he read the wedding vows, foe Rev. 
William Hudson ID’s head was barely viable over the top of the 
pulpit. But that's to be expected became be is just 13. Hudson, 
who has been preaching at Zion Temple Baptist Church since he 
was 8, performed his first wedding Sunday,, uniting Regina 
Jeannette Rice and Gary Albert Henderson with vows he wrote 
himself. “I heard his ceremonies a couple of times and he's real 
good,” said the new Mrs. Henderson when asked why the 
couple chose Hudson. Hudson was ordained a minister last foil 
at age 12, but his mother says he began preaching at 3, before he 
could read. “What he would do b take the Bible and look at the 
pictures and preach by the pictures, and he would come out 
sweating,” Patricia Hudson said. “He was just really serious 
about what he was doing.” Hudson has appeared in churches in 
other cities, once preaching to 1,000 people in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. He also has released a record and appeared on 
television. His goals are to “keep on preaching the way of the 
Lord and get my own church.” Hudson attends Wen dell S mith 
Elementary School and insists he’s like any other youngster who 
tikes to play football and basketball. His classmates nicknamed 
him “the reverend,” but they don’t give him special treatment. 
“Except ... they don’t curse around me,” be said. 

Revolt staged in Chinese village 

PEKING (AP) — Three men in a village in the eastern province 
of Shandong led a revolt against Communist Party and 
government officials and took over village offices for more than 
40 days, an official newspaper reported. The three — Chen 
Liyong, Chen Lishui and Zhang Zhongbao — were arrested by 
officials of tbe Ucbeng County Public Security Bureau on Jan. 
6, ending their November takeover of Iiujia village, the China 
Legal News said. The three seized power after a dispute over 
contracts for land and ended up talcing control of the party and 
government offices and the official party seal, the paper said. 
The dispute arose from a 1984 contracting of land to four 
production teams that bad some apricot and apple trees. At the 
time, the trees were small and the fruit yield was low, but the 
orchard became more productive in the next two years and 
those who held the contracts became prosperous. Cheng 
Liyoog, a Communist Party member, and the two other men 
demanded that the contracts be changed so that tbe fruit trees 
be equally divided between households. When local officials 
refused, the three and other people reacted by capturing the 
village and party offices, the report said. 

Rome extends traffic ban 


3 on unauthorised vehicles in a large portion of the 
:, including the area ringing Piazza Navona, which 


ROME (AP) — Traffic police turned away thousands of cars 
from the heavily polluted and congested heart of Rome as the 
city began enforcing an expanded traffic ban. The first phase of 
the city's plan to relieve the centre of congestion and dangerous 
exhaust fumes went into effect on Feb. 16. The new phase 
included a ban i 
historic centre, 

occupies the site of the ancient Stadium of Domitian and now is 
the showcase of one of Bernini’s finest fountains. The ban 
applies to private vehicles without specific permits to enter 
between 7 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., the capital’s morning rash time, 
on every day but Sunday. Also dosed off under the expanded 
ban is the heavily travelled Via Diei Fori Imperial! a broad 
avenue constructed in 1933 by : dfettaior Benito MdssolinL The, 
avenue runs by part of the ancient Roman forum, where temples 
and columns are being heavily eroded by traffic fames. The ban 
is to be implemented gradually for the whole city centre in 
pbases. It will last at least until Jane, when the results wifi be 
evaluated. Under tbe plan, drivers of private vehicles face fines 
of up to 180,000 lire ($83) for violating the ban. 

Maitjoana use down among students 


DETROIT (AP) — Marijuana use among U.S. high school 
students was dowo last year, bat the potent cocaine derivative 
known as “crack” has made inroads in communities nation- 
wide, according to a survey. The 12th annual federally funded 
survey of drag use among high school seniors found 50.9 per 
cent had smoked marijuana at least once, down 3.3 percentage 
points from 1985 and 9.5 points below the peak year of 1979. 
But cocaine remained popular and. emerged as the no. 2 illicit 
drug among regular high school drag users. Of the 15,200 
students interviewed, 16.9 per cent said they had tried cocaine at 
least once, 12.7 per cent had used it within the past year and 6.2 
per cent had taken it within 30 days. Alcohol and cigarette use 
remained relatively steady from the previous year, with 653 per 
cent of students saying they had had a drink within 30 days and 
29.6 per cent saying they had smoked a cigarette. The 1985 
percentages were 65.9 and 30.1. Among 2,990 students ques- 
tioned more closely about cocaine use, 4.1 per cent said they 
had smoked “crack” or crystal cocaine wi thin one year. It was 
the first year the question was asked. 

Warhol silkscreens bought for $5,500 


NEW YORK (AP) — Three original Andy Warhol silkscreens, 
created shortly before the artist's death, were sold for a modest 
$5,500 at a charity auction for the Martha Graham Dance 
Company and School. Despite anticipation that Warhol’s 
unexpected death Sunday would drive up the price of his works 
to record highs, bidding was sluggish and came in under the 
$6,000 estimate in the auction programme. The three silkscreens 
were — ‘ ~ £ J1 *-‘ ' ' 


all of Miss Graham dancing some of her famous ballets during 
the 30’s and 40' s, said her publicist, Matthew Rich. The 

record for a Warhol work, $385,000, was set at Sotheby’s last 
November for his “Two Hundred One Dollar Bills” painting 
said Robin Riley, a spokeswoman for the Fine Arts Division at 
Quistie’s, host of the auction. All proceeds from the auction of 
about 150 items, many donated by celebrities, were to help 
establish a Martha Graham School of Dance in Florence, Italy. 

Montand to head Cannes festival jury 

PARIS (R) — French actor-anger Yves Montand will head the 
jury at the 40th International Film Festival in Cange s from May 
7 to 19, festival officials announced. Montand gained interna- 
tional fame in Constantin Costa-Gavras’ the Confession and Z. 

Prince Edward appears in show 

c A 5? 3 S DG ^’ England - Prinoe Edward, baled as the 
Sandringham slammer, stalked into a wrestling ring during an 

amateur performace of Trafford Tanzi and expertly hurled an 
opponent over his shoulder. The 22-year-old Wriest son of 

a ^- lailSe ^ Snai at the 
Cambridge Youth Theater for his surprise appearance in the 

show about a woman wrestler: Wearing a slv^jaiet, Edward 
entered die nog where he was introduced as a former 
middfeweight champion called the Sandringham SlammerX 
would be praenting the pnre belt to winner Trafford, played by 
p ““ e Latm. Speaking in a cockney rewrite 
Sandringham Slammer sajd he had a special presentation^ 
make to the loser. Dean Rebel, played^ 

Smith. When Rebel slapped his offeredhsSd, £e 
Slammer used his sjKoalty — the Windsor knot - 
the young wrestler over his shoulder, punching the ShZZ 

phantly as Rebel landed on his back. 8 tnmDr 



